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The name “Arab Campaign for Education 
for All” reflects the enormity of the effort 
and noble goals the campaign seeks to 
achieve via holistic, thoughtful and direct-
ed efforts that avoids random pitfalls.

And so it was, over the course of years 
of continuous work, the campaign suc-
ceeded in delving into numerous areas of 
action via a set of various activities that 
would enable us eventually to provide 
broad spaces to reconcile the efforts at the 
local levels and adapt them to harmonize 
with our aspirations, such that regional 
work forms a level that provides the larg-
est space possible for joint work between 
organizations and bodies that might in 
their nature of work but eventually would 
provide our pursuit with a paradigm shift 
in the nature of activities and events.

To ensure success participatory and in-
tegrative principles prevailed, scientific 
methodologies were adopted in plan-
ning and determining the smallest details, 
simple features and foundation reflected 
the comprehensive approach of work, the 
commitment, experience and resources of 
the partners was instrumental in achiev-
ing success and after years of work here 
we are living a rich and unique experience; 
if the beginning of the journey was associ-
ated with ambition and aspirations, we are 

not seeing achievements that can be built 
upon for the establishment of an action 
system that can be employed to achieve 
the desired difference.

In spite of the significant political and so-
cial transformations in the Arab World, the 
campaign succeeded in emerging from 
the changes to put forward a set of critical 
view that seeks to determine the causes of 
the problems, in the hope for an accurate 
diagnosis of the reality, in the hope for the 
development of features of a prospective 
formula of the Arab World we aspire for. 
With this high sense of creative connec-
tions between numerous variables the 
campaign succeeded in remaining biased 
towards improving the status of Arab edu-
cation; in this sense, the “Reforming Edu-
cation in the Arab World” conference was 
the culmination of a long period of work 
and established for more work in all direc-
tions.

Many may wonder about the strong points 
of the campaign, without exaggeration, 
the attention to local and regional efforts 
alike, employment of a research approach 
and the integration of popular and official 
institutions in the action side by side all 
contributed to promoting success and de-
creasing the changes of failure, such that 
the campaign responded to the simple 

Foreword
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people and yet caught the attention of 
decision-makers, to impose its presence at 
the official and popular levels.

The campaign had its say on the popular, 
media, academic and awareness-raising 
levels, thereby giving its activities a large 
margin of sustainability that guarantees 
the perseverance of the educational mobi-
lization of partner organizations; the cam-
paign succeeded in establishing partner-
ships at the individual and organizational 
levels and opened the doors to bypass 
the typical monopoly of official regimes 
in terms of decision making and imposi-
tion of approaches. Today we stand on the 
achievements of five years of continuous 
work to realize that albeit of the short pe-
riod, these years were full of activities and 
events that encouraged many to put for-
ward inquiries, hold facts accountable and 
try to answer questions that for so many 
years were considered to be prohibited.      

In short: This report reflects the qualitative 
and quantitative achievements;  the jour-
ney is still at the beginning, the challenges 
will still be there and the stake will always 
be on the human voice inside human be-
ings, on the perseverance of good inten-
tions to continue work, to reach a better 
tomorrow for our ambitious generations 
in finding a better reality, such that the 
continuation of work is more important 
than beginning of work. 

Finally, we extend our gratitude and ap-
preciation for all of the devoted partners 
whose belief was the candle that lit the 
way and scattered the long silence of 
darkness that would have prevented Arab 
generations from enjoying unique educa-
tional systems.

Refat Sabbah
General Coordinator
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Overview of Status of Edu-
cation in the Arab World:
The Education For All (EFA) Goals were ad-
opted in 2000, consisting of 6 goals that 
seek to advance education on the interna-
tional level and ensure educational inclu-
siveness, equity and equality. Adopted by 
more than 150 countries, including Arab 
region, the goals of the Global Campaign 
for Education for All (GCE) were deter-
mined during a meeting held in the World 
Education Forum in Dakar, such that the 
goals are achieved by 2015.

Even though the Arab region didn’t reach 
the 6 EFA goals, UNESCO statistics show 
that the Arab region achieved notable de-
velopments during the past years in gen-
eral.

The Arab region achieved important ed-
ucational accomplishments before the 
adoption of the EFA goals, particularly 
during the years 1990-2000, which wit-
nessed notable developments. The enroll-
ment in schools especially in the primary 
education rates increased from 5.2 million 
individuals in 1990 to reach 6.3 million in-
dividuals in 2000; according to the UNES-
CO institute of statistics, concurrently with 
the adoption of the EFA goals the percent-
age of enrollment in primary education in-
creased to 7.9 million in 2011.

The EFA goals contributed to achieving 
the aspired change in the status of edu-
cation in the Arab world, particularly with 
regards to illiteracy. Illiteracy rates among 
youth decreased from 51 million individ-
uals in 2000 to 47 million individuals in 
2011.

The EFA goals faced numerous obstacles 
in light of the social, political and envi-
ronmental problems that faced the Arab 
world in the recent  years. These obsta-
cles were present before the meeting of 

the World Education Forum in 2000, but 
with the continuation of these problems 
it was difficult to achieve the EFA goals in 
the majority of the Arab countries; these 
problems and challenges decreased the 
chances for children and elders to access 
education; according to the Millennium 
Development goals, poverty is among the 
most significant factors that limit educa-
tion in the Arab world, alongside health 
and hygiene problems.

Additionally, the unstable political situa-
tion in the Arab world is considered to be 
among the problem that hinders educa-
tion by creating an unsafe and unprepared 
environment for children enrollment in 
schools. This is the case for children in 
Palestine, Sudan and Syria. For example, 
according to UNESCO statistics 2 million 
displaced children in Syria dropped out 
of schools. Apart from these conflicts, ac-
cording to 2011 UNESCO statistics, there 
are 4.9 million children who are not en-
rolled in schools.

On another level, 7 Arab countries made 
notable achievements in the status of 
education in terms of increasing rates of 
enrollment, while 6 Arab countries are on 
their way in achieving this goal by 2015. 
This indicates that the 2nd  EFA goal, con-
cerning school enrollment, is the closest 
goal to be achieved in the Arab world, in 
accordance with the 2011 UNESCO indi-
cators in the regional report for the EFA 
goals.

These indicators facilitate monitoring prog-
ress towards EFA goals in each country. 
With regards to EFA goal #1, which pertains 
to early childhood care and education, 11 
Arab countries are progressing towards 
its achievement, and Sudan is considered 
among one of the countries that increased 
children enrollment in early childhood ed-
ucation sectors to surpass 20%.

7



Harvest report 2009 - 2013

The issue of gender discrimination in the 
Arab world is one of the problematic issues 
that have been and continue to be pres-
ent until nowadays. Despite this, notable 
changes have taken place since 2000, such 
that the percentage of girls not enrolled in 
secondary school decreased from 33.2% 
in 2000 to 18.9% in 2011. On another level, 
there are 7 Arab countries, including Dji-
bouti and Saudi Arabia, on track in fulfill-
ing EFA goal #5, which is related to gender 
equality in primary education by 2015. 

The 6th EFA goal focuses on the quality 
of education; this was evaluated by the 
TIMSS test, such that if half of the students 
pass the average, the state is considered 
to be on the right track in achieving qual-
ity education by 2015. Based on the results 
of the test, Jordan was the only who was 
evaluated to be on track.

As mentioned earlier, illiteracy among 
youth decreased from 51 million illiterate 
in 2000 to 47 million illiterate in 2011; this 
data does not quality to be sufficient for 
achieving the EFA goal #4, which seeks to 
decrease illiteracy by 50% by 2015; only 
Kuwait and Qatar were able to reach this 
percentage and Bahrain and Oman are 
seeking to achieve this goal by 2015.

Finally, the UNESCO Regional Report on 
the EFA Goals is the only indicator for the 
status of education in the Arab region in 
general, but does not reflect the complete 
picture for the status of education in each 
Arab country. Even though the data and 
measurements do not indicate achieve-
ment of EFS goals, but they are considered 
significant progress in the Arab region. 

Global Campaign for Edu-
cation for All
More than 1100 individuals from 164 coun-
tries met in April 2000 in Dakar, Senegal to 
participate in the World Education Forum.

The Global Campaign for Education em-
anated from the Jomtien and Dakar con-
ferences in 1999 and emerged as a social 
movement that seeks to put an end to 
the global educational crisis and work on 
monitoring and achieving the education 
for all goals. 

The participating teachers, prime min-
isters, academics, policy makers, NGOs, 
directors of notable international organi-
zations in the forum adopted the Dakar 
Framework for Action “Education for All: 
Meeting our Collective Commitments.” 
Additionally, the participants determined 
6 broad educational goals to be achieved 
by 2015.

The campaign aims at lobbying govern-
ments to fulfill their repeatedly made 
promises in providing education for all, by 
mobilizing citizens to raise their voice and 
lobby politicians and governmental offi-
cials, attract and recruit the media, inform 
governmental procedures and any other 
activities that might highlight the issue on 
the political and popular levels. This stems 
from the campaign’s belief that uniting 
the voice of the people has a strong im-
pact on governmental policies and work 
on the ground.

The GCE includes member coalitions in 
some 100 countries around the world, 
each possessing their own membership, 
consisting of non-governmental organiza-
tions, teachers’ unions, parents councils, 
youth groups, local organizations and civil 
society organizations committed to the 
right to education; their main task is na-
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tional supervision and accountability of 
their governments. 

Arab Campaign for Educa-
tion for All (ACEA)

The Arab Campaign for Education, an in-
dependent and non-for-profit multi-co-
alition, consists of networks, coalitions, 
non-governmental organizations, com-
munity-based organizations, teachers 
unions and activities interested in educa-
tion in Arab countries. ACEA seeks to con-
solidate and mobilize civil society efforts 
to ensure the fulfillment of the EFA goals.

Our Story:
The efforts of the civil society in Palestine 
started in 2008 to participate in education-
al campaigns. The beginning was when 9 
million individuals around the world, in-
cluding in Somalia and Sudan, participat-
ed in the Big Lesson. 

Mr. Refat Sabbah, the current general co-
ordinator of ACEA, became in 2009 the 
chairperson of the Arab Network for Civ-
ic Education (ANHRE), encouraging the 
members of ANHRE in ten Arab countries 
to form independent educational coali-
tions and participate in the campaign in 
2009. Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt and Jordan par-
ticipated vastly in the Global Action Week 
(GAW); in addition to communicating with 
the Palestinian and Sudanese coalitions 
and encouraging the teachers union and 
organizations in Yemen to establish the 
educational coalition; this took place in 
the Sanaa’ conference, titled “Activating 
the Role of the Civil Society in Education 

in the Middle East”from 25-27/May/2009 
with participants from Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, 
Yemen, Lebanon, Morocco, Sudan and Pal-
estine.

The conference emanated in the Sanaa’ 
Declaration that called for the need to 
establish a regional, independent non-
for-profit Arab coalition, consisting of 
networks, coalitions, non-governmental 
organizations, community-based organi-
zations and teachers’ unions that are con-
cerned with educational issues, directly 
and indirectly.

In order to establish the Arab coalition, 
that was called the Arab Campaign for 
Education, a preparatory committee was 
formed to prepare the necessary docu-
ments and draft a basic operating system, 
in addition to work on integrating other 
Arab countries and new coalitions to an-
nounce the establishment of the coalition 
officially.

The establishment of ACEA within the 
framework of the GCE should contribute 
to promote education as a basic right, mo-
bilize efforts to lobby governments and 
the international community to fulfill their 
obligations towards free and quality pri-
mary education, particularly among the 
disadvantaged, children and women.

During the first meeting of the prepara-
tory committee that included members 
from coalitions in 8 Arab countries (Yemen, 
Egypt, Sudan, Iraq, Jordan, Palestine, Leba-
non and Morocco), held in Amman, Jordan 
on the 12th/January/2011, the establish-
ment statement of ACEA was produced; 
additionally, a coordination council for the 
campaign, consisting of 8 Arab coalitions 
and 2 regional networks was established.

ACEA’s Vision:
An Arab social and educational move-
ment contributes to the creation of a re-
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naissance in the Arab world to contribute 
to building a democratic civil society that 
respects human rights, safeguards dignity 
and encourages diversity and equality 
without discrimination

ACEA’s Mission:
To guarantee the access of all children, 
youth, vulnerable, marginalized, and dis-
advantaged groups to quality, free and 
safe education.

ACEA’s Strategies:
1. Mobilize all community actors (includ-

ing educators, media professionals,  
university academics, unions’ repre-
sentatives, parents, and civil society  
organizations) in order to pressure gov-
ernments to develop policies and  
measures that contribute to achieve 
EFA goals. 

2. Build the capacity of the civil society to 
ensure the active and effective  partici-
pation in the policy and decision mak-
ing process related to the realization 
of  quality, free and safe education.

3. Provide information through conduct-
ing researches and studies to enable 
civil  society organizations to in-
fluence decision and educational pol-
icy-makers and to  organize fact-
based and accurate campaigns.

4. Promote networking among civil soci-
ety organizations, develop education  
methods and mechanisms and share 
experience at the local, regional and  
international levels.

Members of ACEA:
Palestinian Coalition for Edu-
cation for All “The Palestinian 
Coalition for a Safe Learning 
and Teaching Environment”

The Palestinian coali-
tion was established 
in 2007, aiming to 
consolidate the ef-
forts of all the educa-
tional organizations 
to establish a lobby-
ing body to impact 
educational policies, 
reaching quality edu-

cational outputs, in addition to coordinat-
ing and networking among effective orga-
nizations for the sake of the educational 
sectors to improve the provided services 
and receive quality outputs.

The coalition urges the Palestinian govern-
ment to fulfill its obligations towards the 
EFA goals and enable the Palestinian coali-
tion to play an active advocacy and lobby-
ing role to enjoy a safe teaching environ-
ment, in addition to developing a state of 
international solidarity that applies pres-
sure to limit Israeli violations of the right 
to education in Palestine, expand the edu-
cational coalition to include community-
based organizations, teachers’ unions and 
children with disabilities coalitions.

Jordanian Coalition for Educa-
tion for All

The Jordanian coalition 
was established in 2009 
due to an initiative by 
ANHRE to remind the 
government of its inter-
national commitments 
to improve the quality of 
education, ensure open-
ness to challenges and 

acknowledge, address and monitor them 
as education is the key to human rights, 
in addition to urging the government to 
prioritize expenditure on education and 
increase the educational development 
budget.

10
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The coalition also calls for networking 
among civil society organizations to ex-
change experiences and implement pro-
grammes in educational development, 
institutionalization in the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, encourage donors and the pri-
vate sector to assume social responsibil-
ity and contribute to funding education 
and expand efforts to address violence in 
schools, in addition to activate education-
al monitoring, counselling and training to 
provide a safe learning environment, pro-
mote a human rights approach and open 
opportunities for students to express their 
opinions, ideas and peaceful conflict reso-
lution.  

Egyptian Coalition for Educa-
tion for All

The Egyptian coali-
tion is a civil, inde-
pendent coalition 
that was established 
in 2009 and com-
prises 24 civil society 
organizations inter-

ested in official and popular education.

The Egyptian coalition seeks to provide a 
common ground and meeting point for 
Egyptian civil society organizations to co-
ordinate the activities of the GCE in Egypt, 
promote general awareness on the impor-
tance of education for all, contribute to 
building a national movement for educa-
tion for all and monitor the status of edu-
cation as the gateway to achieve the EFA 
goals and Millennium Development Goals 
by 2015.

Iraqi Coalition for Education 
for All
The Iraqi coalition was established in 2009 
and consists of a group of educational civil 
society organizations, a number of teach-

ers’ unions and attor-
neys.

The formation of the 
coalition is an impor-
tant step in reminding 
the Iraqi government, 
governorate councils 
and officials and edu-
cation stakeholders in 

the need to advance the status of educa-
tion in Iraq, provide education for all in 
light of war, displacement and poverty, 
particularly among girls and people with 
disability and support initiatives that focus 
on educational issues. 

The Iraqi coalition emphasizes the impor-
tance of investing in education by lob-
bying the government to increase basic 
education allocations in the public bud-
get, improve the salaries of teachers and 
cancel school fees that prevent numerous 
children from enrollment. The Iraqi coali-
tion also focuses on prompting interna-
tional organizations and donors to fulfill 
their obligations and uphold international 
conventions to advance the status of edu-
cation worldwide and adopt policies that 
support education for all.

Somali Coalition for Education 
for All:

The coalition for 
education for all in 
Somalia is a non-
governmental non-
for-profit organiza-
tion, established in 

2006 in Mogadishu by a group of academ-
ics and educators. The coalition works in 7 
main cities in Somalia and seeks to estab-
lish a coalition that guarantees the rights 
of Somali people to access appropriate 
and free education regardless of the cir-
cumstances, be it emergencies or follow-
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ing disasters.

The Somali coalition aims to improve the 
quality of education in Somalia by inte-
grating the civil society in impacting poli-
cies to lobby the Ministry of Education to 
develop the current curricula, train teach-
ers, provide comprehensive education for 
people with disability, build the capacity 
of the educational cadre, provide appro-
priate education for all to increase enroll-
ment rates and respond to community 
issues, mainly guaranteeing the access of 
boys and girls to education. 

Yemeni Coalition for Educa-
tion for All:

The Yemeni Coali-
tion for Education 
for All is an inde-
pendent alliance, 
consisting of vari-

ous civil organizations, teachers’ unions 
and training centers. The coalition was 
established in accordance with the recom-
mendations of the Sana’a conference of 
2009, such that 57 educational civil soci-
ety organizations and the teachers’ unions 
participated in the establishment of the 
coalition. The coalition calls for access to 
free, compulsory and quality education, 
eradication of illiteracy among elders, 
reduction of child labor, limit children’s 
school dropout, mobilization of the politi-
cal and educational will and provide new 
resources to support education.

The Yemeni coalition for education for all 
provides a common ground and a meet-
ing point for civil society organizations to 
coordinate activities of education for all, 
in addition to networking with national 
and regional networks and international 
organizations to strengthen the coalition, 
promote its capacities and contribute to 
building a national, regional and interna-

tional movements that guarantee in the 
long term the achievement of the mil-
lennium development goals for the year 
2015, which is to provide education for all.

Moroccan Coalition for Educa-
tion for All:
The Moroccan Coalition for Education for 
All was established in 2010 during the so-
cial forum held in Buznaika, in the pres-
ence of more than 60 representatives of 
civil society organizations, trade unions, 
DVV International, regional coordinator of 
ACEA and the peace movement. During 
the establishment meeting, held in Maw-
lay Rashid center in Buznaika, Morocco the 
issue of education was discussed as an im-
portant issue.

The organizations agreed that the Moroc-
can coalition for education is an oppor-
tunity for a fresh collective start with the 
ability to take action and impact issues of 
education and training, in addition to inte-
grating education in Morocco in the daily 
interest and essence of the people, such 
that Moroccan education will become a 
school for all citizens to receive good edu-
cation and training, disseminate human 
rights and citizenship approaches and re-
habilitate education cadre to contribute to 
sustainable human development in dem-
ocratic building.

Additionally, the responsibilities of the 
coalition were determined and its role in 
adopting education issues in all its aspects 
and fields, because educational problems 
are not the sole responsibility of those 
working in the educational sector; instead, 
it is a collective responsibility.

Lebanese Coalition for Educa-
tion for All “Arab Network for 
Popular Education”:
The Lebanese Coalition for Education for 

12
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All was established in March 2009 upon 
an initiative by the Masqoni project for 
popular education, comprising 93 Leba-
nese and Palestinian organization. The co-
alition aims to raise the awareness on the 
importance of prioritizing education in 
Lebanon by accurately diagnosing the sta-
tus of education in Lebanon and the chal-
lenges it faces and promote constructive 
dialogue with officials, private sector and 
international organizations (particularly 
the UNRWA).

The Lebanese coalition also aims to acti-
vate the role of the civil society and con-
solidate their different efforts to achieve 
a number of goals that intersect with the 
EFA goals, most importantly: enable all 
children by 2015 to access free, compulso-
ry and quality primary education, justice 
in access to education for all, decrease the 
illiteracy rate by 50% in all countries, elimi-
nate gender disparities at all educational 
levels, improve “quality” aspects of edu-
cation and basic life skills, promote civil 
society movements to hold governments 
accountable for achieving EFA goals and 
provide the necessary financial resources 
to achieve all these goals.

Sudanese Coalition for Educa-
tion for All “Sudanese Network 
for Education for All” (SNEFA):

The Sudanese coali-
tion established in 
2002 as a national 
organizations coali-
tion working in the 
field of education, 
with the aim of con-
solidating efforts, 

exchanging experience and building the 

capacities of members.

In March 2005, 36 coalition members were 
registered in the Humanitarian Relief Com-
mission. The coalition received member-
ship in the African Network for Education 
for All in Dakar, Senegal, which is a mem-
ber in the general assembly in the GCE, re-
siding in London and Johannesburg.

The coalition works to advocate for educa-
tional issues via campaigns and the media 
to impact policy and decision makers and 
donors to increase the allocated resources 
for education to meet the current needs 
and issues. 

Regional Networks Mem-
bers in ACEA:
Arab Network for Civic Educa-
tion- ANHRE:

An independent 
regional con-
cerned in the fields 
of education, hu-
man rights and cit-
izenship education 
and dissemination 

of human rights approaches in the Arab 
region. ANHRE is based in Jordan and com-
prises 53 civil society members from Iraq, 
Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon, Yemen, Egypt, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Sudan and Algeria.

Arab Resources Workshop for 
the Development of Knowl-
edge: 

The Arab Resourc-
es Workshop for 
the Development 
of Knowledge 
was established in 

1988 and is based in Lebanon. The work-
shops works with its partners on the pro-
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duction and ownership of knowledge 
build human resources, promote culture, 
practice of participation and networking 
and calling for the activation of children’s 
and youth rights in the society.

Global Action Week for 
Education for All:
What is “Education for All”?
Education for all is a global commitment 
made by world leaders, aiming to provide 
good quality public education for children 
and elders by 2015. This includes commit-
ment to prioritize school drop-outs by in-
tegrating them in schools, ensure their ac-
cess of education and receive education at 
the hands of qualified teachers. The goals 
also include giving elders the opportunity 
to learn to read and write.

What is Global Action Week?
The Global Action Week is a major interna-
tional campaign for education worldwide. 
The GCE started organizing the activities 
of the GAW in 2001, as an annual occasion 
where coalitions, campaigns and organi-
zations working in the field of education 
nationally, regionally and internationally 
take the necessary steps to highlight one 
aspect of the EFA agenda, by adopting 
a unified discourse that would allow for 
making coordinated demands to politi-
cians. Popular participation and schools 
participate vastly in the activities of the 
GAW, leading to the participation of mil-
lions in over 100 countries around the 
world. Topics and mottos of the GAW be-
tween 2009-2012 included:

•	 2009: eradicating illiteracy and lifelong 
education. 

•	 2010: funding education

•	 2011: girls’ education

•	 2012: early childhood care and educa-
tion.  

2009: Big Story Campaign- 
Adults are Reading …Open 
the Books…Open the Doors:

The year 2009 witnessed vast participation 
of different sectors in 7 Arab countries, 
with an approximate 1,216,000 partici-
pants in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Pal-
estine, Sudan and Somalia. The 2009 GAW 
called for investment in the education of 
elders on basis of building knowledge 
and education societies; this stemmed 
from the belief in the role adult education 
can play in human development in an era 
where development in the fields of tech-
nology, communication and globalization 
is accelerating, and within the context of 
the Millennium Development Goals, EFA 
goals, International Education for Sustain-
able Development Contract, International 
Contract for the Eradication of Illiteracy 
and Education Development Plan in the 
Arab World.

Consolidating adult education concepts 
as an indivisible component of the na-
tional plan for education and develop-
ment, within the framework of continuous 
lifetime education, connecting formal and 
non-formal education are among the ob-
jectives of the adult education campaign.

The GAW presented success stories of 
adults who learned to read, write, mathe-
matics and information systems and were 
able to change their life to the better, in 
addition to presenting special experienc-
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es in addressing illiteracy and the major 
challenges faced. “I am happy to share my 
story with you after joining the illiteracy 
center, as I was facing earlier difficulties 
in my daily life, including loss of direction 
because I did not know where the bus I 
was taking was heading” Um Ibrahim from 
Jordan shares, who is one of the women 
that enrolled in the illiteracy centers in Jor-
dan and stood confidently in the opening 
festival in Al-Ahliyya Amman University to 
share her passion for education, the diffi-
culties she faced before enrolling in the il-
literacy center and the positive impact she 
experienced after becoming able to read 
and write.

Global Action Week 2009 Activities:

Launching the Activities of the National 
Coalitions in different Governorates

The Arab Network for Civic Education- 
ANHRE a member of the Jordanian co-
alition organized numerous activities in 
Amman, southern, central and northern 
governorates, focusing on the importance 
of education and the right to education 
for all. Schools in Amman and other gov-
ernorates participated in the activities of 
the Jordanian coalition for education for 

all, which consists of 30 active civil society 
organizations concerned with the field of 
education. In Egypt, the activities of the 
campaign were launched in Cairo, Aswan, 
Sohaj and Giza, where schools and clubs 
in Cairo and upper Egyptian governor-
ates participated in the Egyptian coalition 
that seeks to guarantee the right to public 
and free education on equal standing and 
without discrimination. 

In Iraq the activities of the campaign were 
launched in Baghdad and the governor-
ates of Erbil, Mosul, Babil, Kut, Nasiriyah 
and Basra by the members of the Iraqi co-
alition that consists of organizations that 
are distributed in all of the Iraqi gover-
norates. In Palestine, the activities of the 
campaign were launched in all public and 
UNRWA schools in the educational direc-
torates, with the participation of the Pal-
estinian coalition members, which works 
towards making the right to education 
a humanitarian and constitutional right. 
The Somali coalition organized campaigns 
with the slogan “We Join the Readers” 

in the different universities and high 
schools in Somalia, carrying the slogans of 
the GAW.

Integrating Popular and Official Institu-
tions in the Activities of the Campaign
The campaign was able to integrate vari-
ous institutions and community groups in 
the different activities. During the celebra-
tions of launching the campaign there was 
vast participation from universities, civil 
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society organizations, Ministry of Educa-
tion, charities, parent’s councils, women’s 
groups and sports clubs. All of these sec-
tors participated in the activities of the 
campaign to highlight the right of edu-
cation for all under the slogan “Adults are 
Reading” and to remind governments of 
their commitments towards education;

the coalitions ensured the integration of 
decision makers and representatives of 
official institutions in the activities of the 
campaign, such that the opening and 
closing ceremonies, as well as the activi-
ties of the GAW were conducted under the 
auspices of decision makers or representa-
tives of official institutions, as partners in 
the educational reform process. Students, 
teachers and parents were also integrated 
to activate their role as an active playmak-
er in the development of the educational 
process. The celebrations introduced the 
Arab Campaign for Education and its goals; 

speeches by decision makers and stake-
holders to develop partnership means to 
develop education; presentation of expe-
riences and success stories on the individ-
ual and popular levels; honouring influ-
ential personnel; presentation of unique 
students’ projects; screening documen-
tary films; organizing students’ paintings 
exhibitions; conducting lectures; screen-
ing plays;  and conducting various cultural 
activities that include the implementation 
of model classes, painting, drama plays, 
contests and discussion circles on read-
ing, its impact and its importance, in addi-
tion to awareness-raising seminars on the 
importance of adult education, the need 
to open illiteracy centers, improve school 
environments and reduce school fees that 
forms a major obstacle in children’s access 
to education and school enrollment.

The efforts of the coalition to integrate 
the largest number of popular and official 
institutions were successful; in Palestine 
along more than 900 individuals partici-
pated in the central closing ceremony in 
the 25th/April/2009, under the auspice 
of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
and with the participation of the coali-
tion organizations, Ministry of Education, 
UNRWA and parents councils from all over 
the West Bank, in addition to an overall 
participation of 1,200,000 Palestinians in 
the activities of the GAW.
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In Jordan, more than 5000 individuals par-
ticipated in popular and civil activities, in 
addition to the head of education, cul-
ture and youth committee and members 
of the national steering committee in the 
Jordanian parliament. In Iraq, the parlia-
ment and 500 governmental officials par-
ticipated in launching the campaign in the 
Nasiriyah; and more than 6000 individuals 
from the different governorates participat-
ed in the media campaign and activities, 
additionally, more than 2200 participants 
and 300 schools participated in the GAW 
in Somalia and cooperated with the coali-
tion to implement the activities. In Egypt, 
more than 3000 individuals participated in 
the different activities of the week.

Conduct workshops to emphasize the 
goals of the campaign and ensure their 
implementation
Stemming from the principle of main-
streaming the right to education, the 
members of the coalitions in Jordan, Pal-
estine and Sudan conducted a number of 
workshops that targeted university and 
college students to emphasize the impor-
tance of education and illiteracy in social, 
economical and political development 
and the role of universities and members 
of coalition in combating illiteracy.

The workshops resonated well and en-
joyed unique outputs, such that in Jordan 
numerous groups were formed in differ-

ent locations to target illiterate individuals 
and facilitate overcoming the problems 
they face in their practical life in Karak 
governorate, in addition to launching the 
adult education project during the sum-
mer vacation in Irbid governorate, where 
school students work on combating illiter-
acy with support from their teachers and 
the schools administrations.

In Palestine, 33 workshops were conduct-
ed with 1600 individuals, focusing on il-
literacy, adult education and its impact 
on the awareness of farmers; the different 
challenges that face Palestinian women; 
optimal use of computers and information 
technology among adults; the manifesta-
tions of education in social participation 
among children and youth; and the im-
pact of poverty on illiteracy. The Sudanese 
coalition conducted a workshop on “Com-
pulsory and Free Education and Access 
of Adults to Reading” under the slogan 
Adults are Reading / knowledge in read-
ing and writing among adult youth and 
lifelong learning. 

Media Campaigns and Press Conferenc-
es
Realizing the importance of the media 
and its pivotal role in introducing the cam-
paign, its vision and goals, the campaign 
invited the media to participate as an ac-
tive partner in promoting the campaign 
among the different segments of the soci-
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ety. To emphasize this role, the coalitions in 
Palestine and Iraq organized a number of 
press conferences and media campaigns 
to introduce the campaign and increase 
awareness on the importance of educa-
tion; these conferences were held concur-
rently with the activities of the GAW, in the 
presence of coalition members and with 
the participation of representatives of the 
Ministry of Education, civil society organi-
zations and the local community.

The Iraqi coalition conducted a vast media 
campaign in Baghdad, Mosul, Babil, Kut, 
Nasiriyah and Basra to increase the aware-
ness of the communities on the GAW and 
the goals of the Iraqi coalition; the cam-
paign was carried out via the local and 
Arabic newspapers including Al-Sabbah 
newspaper, Al-Ta’akhi newspaper, the Ital-
ian newspaper Aki and Al-Mada newspa-
per. 

The Palestinian coalition held a press 
conference on the 28th/April/2009 to an-
nounce the launching of the GAW activi-
ties of the GCE in all Palestinian schools. 
The coalition also held a closing confer-
ence in the presence of representatives 
of the Ministry of Education and UNRWA 
to announce the closure of the GCE, the 
most important accomplishments that re-
sulted from the developed partnerships, 
interaction of the local community and 
the unprecedented interest of the media 

in highlighting the issue of illiteracy and 
adult education.

The members of the coalitions in Arab 
countries promoted the campaign in ra-
dio and television meetings as well as lo-
cal and regional newspapers, in addition 
to distribution of stickers and posters of 
the GCE and GAW that carried the slogan 
“Adults are Reading”. 

2010: One GOAL Education For 
All: Financing Quality Public 
Education
The year 2010 enjoyed vast participa-
tion in 9 Arab Countries, with more than 
1,070,372 participants in Lebanon, Egypt, 
Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Palestine, Sudan, 
Yemen and Somalia. The slogan “One Goal: 
Education for All” was the main message 
behind the efforts and activities of the 
coalitions, in addition to conjugant cam-
paigns like (“We Want to Learn Correctly” 
was the name of the campaign in Egypt 
and “Our Rights” was the name of the cam-
paign in Yemen.)

The 2010 GAW focused on enabling coali-
tions to mobilize and promote the idea 
of the campaign among people, since 
the majority of the coalitions were newly 
established. More importantly, the cam-
paigns focused on fundamental issues in 
the Arab societies, including social justice, 
gender equality and data and statistics on 
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the status of education, such that social 
mobilization, alongside media campaigns, 
formed the cornerstone of 2010.

The campaign “One Goal” coincided with 
the FIFA 2010 World Cup and sought to 
guarantee the access of all children to edu-
cation worldwide. The campaign gathered 
names and signatures of the audience, 
players and celebrities to make a unified 
appeal to all governments to commit to 
providing education for all. The main idea 
of 2010 was “funding of education”. The 
GAW came in light of the stumbling of 
the world following the numerous shocks 
sustained due to the global financial cri-
sis, and calling for funding education and 
reminding governments of their global 
commitments makes expenditure on edu-
cation a top priority, in addition to increas-
ing local resources devoted for education, 
networking among civil society organiza-
tions to exchange experiences, implement 
programs in educational development, 
institutionalization of these programs in 
the Ministry of Education and encourage 
funders and the private to uphold their so-
cial responsibility and contribute to fund-
ing education.

Global Action Week 2010 Activities: 

Integrating Popular and Official Institu-
tions in the Activities of the Campaign
Large celebrations launched the GAW or-
ganized in cooperation with the members 
of the coalitions in Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, Pal-

estine, Yemen, Lebanon, Sudan, Morocco 
and Somalia. The celebrations took place 
in numerous governorates to emphasize 
the goal of the campaign and integrate 
all societal sectors in its activities. Civil 
society organizations, governmental of-
ficials, school principals, school and uni-
versity students, the media and a number 
of teachers, trainers, educational activists, 
educational leaders and parents partici-
pated in the activities.

The celebrations were organized in coor-
dination with all target groups in various 
governorates to highlight the goals of the 
education for all campaign. In Jordan, the 
campaign was launched in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Education concurrent-
ly with the annual sports contest in Jorda-
nian schools, including the northern, cen-
tral and southern governorates, carrying 
the slogan “One Goal: Education for All”. In 
Egypt, the activities of the campaign com-
menced in Aswan, Delta, and Alexandria. 
A major output emanated from the clos-
ing celebration in Aswan, such that the 
Ministry of Information and Ministry of 
Education formed a partnership for the 
upcoming activities of the coalition and 
negotiate the idea of a future cooperation 
protocol; in Delta governorate a prelimi-
nary meeting was held, in the presence 
of representatives of educational leaders, 
parents and school principals from Delta 
governorates (Qaylubia, Gharbia and Shar-
qia) to highlight the goals of the educa-
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tion for all campaign. In Iraq, the members 
of the Iraqi coalition organized educa-
tional festivals in Bagdad, in the presence 
of representatives of governmental and 
educational organizations, public figures 
from the parliament, Baghdad municipal 
council and members of the national Iraqi 
football team.  

In Palestine, the coalition organized a 
march in cooperation with the Ministry 
of higher Education, where students, co-
alition representatives and teachers held 
banners with the slogan “Fair Education 
Funding: A Right to All”, in addition to 
marches organized by schools in some 
villages, where the slogans of the Arab 
Campaign for Education were held, de-
manding fair funding for education in Pal-
estine. Other schools organized meetings 
and workshops, hosting representatives 
of local councils, parents’ councils, educa-
tional cadre, civil organizations and public 
figures. The students submitted their de-
mands in the need to reactivate interest 
in education and the need to provide free 
education for children in Palestine. The 
members of the coalition in Jerusalem or-
ganized an activity that included a num-
ber of artistic activities, where the stu-
dents carried the slogans of the campaign. 

In Yemen numerous organizations partici-
pated in the 2010 GAW, carrying the slo-
gan “One Goal: Education for All”; this was 
a first-of-a-kind activity in Yemen, such 
that thousands of students, teachers, com-
munity leaders, individuals and civil soci-
ety organizations participated. 

In Morocco, the campaign was launched in 
Marakish, Fas, Miknas, Timara, Ksar Bono, 
Sally and Maysour. Booklets introducing 
the campaigns and its goals, stickers and 
publications were distributed among the 
participants.

In Lebanon, the launching took place in 

Beirut under the auspice of the Lebanese 
Minister of Information in the UNESCO 
headquarters. The launching was attend-
ed by representatives of Lebanese and Pal-
estinian civil society organizations, school 
principles, students, governmental offi-
cials, media, teachers, training, activists, 
education stakeholders, beneficiaries of 
the illiteracy program, popular education 
program and representatives of Palestin-
ian refugee camps.

Approximately 1500 primary and second-
ary schools and universities participated 
in the GAW in Somalia.  

Conduct workshops and lectures for 
school students and the local commu-
nity.
Coalition members in Jordan, Palestine, 
Morocco and Sudan conducted aware-
ness-raising workshops and lectures that 
focused on academic educational topics; 
the workshops emphasized the impor-
tance of education for all and the negative 
implications of school drop out on mem-
bers, families and the society; conducted 
in various governorates to emphasize the 
education for all goals, the workshops 
targeted school students and broader lo-
cal community and introduced the “One 
Goal: Education for All” Campaign, meth-
ods to support the campaign and actively 
participate, the role of students, teachers, 
administrators and parents in demanding 
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the allocation of support and funding for 
education to achieve a safe learning en-
vironment and fulfill the developmental 

goals of the campaign by 2015.

The Sudanese coalition conducted a work-
shop titled “Funding Education” in cooper-
ation with the Ministry of General Educa-
tion and the National Council- education 
and scientific research committee; the Pal-
estinian coalition conducted a workshop 
in Nablus, two workshops in Jerusalem 
for mothers, principals and kindergarten 
teachers, two workshops in Hebron and 
Ramallah to principals and kindergarten 
teachers.

Jordanian members of coalition conduct-
ed awareness-raising lectures in Amman, 
Ajlon, Balqa’ and Jarash. The workshops 
focused on activating communication be-
tween schools and the local community, 
the responsibility of parents, teachers and 
administrators in the education process 
and the need to achieve social justice in 
funding education. The Moroccan coali-
tion members conducted a training work-
shop for 29 teachers in Qunaitera and 17 
in Seedy Qasem to implement the “One 
Lesson for All” activity and give it to all chil-
dren in their schools.  

Sports Activities and Events
Sports events in 2010 had special impor-
tance since the campaign coincided with 

the FIFA 2010 World Cup and members 
of coalitions in Jordan, Palestine, Iraq and 
Morocco organized sports activities that 
carried the slogan “One Goal: Education 
for All” in different governorates. The ac-
tivities included competitions in athletic 
games, football matches, marathons and 
races, simultaneously with the activities of 
the GAW. The sports activities aimed at in-
tegrating sports in educational issues and 
ensure education for all children world-

wide.   

These tournaments enjoyed broad interac-
tion by official institutions, sports person-
nel, international organizations, educa-
tional civil society organizations, teachers 
and students. 

ANHRE participated in the 11th sports 
tournament of Jordanian schools in 2010, 
carrying the slogan “One Goal: Education 
for All”, which is organized annually by the 
Ministry of Education in partnership with 
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the School Sports Union with 3200 players 
in all educational directorates.

In Palestine, 80 sprinters participated in 
a marathon, 52 of which are students in 
the educational directorates in Ramal-
lah, alongside the Athletic Union of the 
Palestinian Police Force and the Athletic 
Military Union; also, the suburbs race took 
place in Gaza with 150 sprinters represent-
ing clubs, sports centers, organizations, 
universities and school in the Gaza Strip. 
1000 students participated in a football 
league for schools in Rafah, in addition to 
UNRWA teachers, administrators and su-
pervisors. In Jenin, the first bicycles race 
to take place in Jenin was attended by 
Jenin’s governor, 1st Secretary of Sports 
and Youth Ministry, director of Sports and 
Youth directorate, Fatah’s secretary and a 
number of Palestinian coalition members, 
representatives of official institutions and 
international organizations.

The Iraqi coalition members organized a 
football match in Thee Qar governorate, 
carrying the slogan “One Goal: Education 
for All”, simultaneously with the activities 
of the GAW and was attended by political 
figures in the governorate.

In Morocco and particularly Marakish, 
more than 250 supporters of the “One 
Goal: Education for All” gathered to par-
ticipate in the bicycles contest that was 
organized by the Moroccan coalition in 
cooperation with Masar organization. The 
Moroccan coalition publicized the cam-
paign and integrated the largest number 
of individuals by linking the contest to 
educational issues and the status of edu-
cation in Morocco.

Cultural Activities and competitions for 
Students
The 2010 GAW featured a number of cul-
tural contests and activities in Egypt, Jor-
dan, Iraq, Palestine, Yemen and Morocco, 

contributing to the integration of students 
in the “One Goal: Education for All” cam-
paign and enabling them to present point 
of views on education, with a vast partici-
pation and interaction from students.

In Egypt, students reflected the education-
al status in Egypt via their art works and 
presented their point of view on receiving 
better education via the contest “We Want 
to Learn Right” that was launched by the 
Egyptians Without Borders for Develop-
ment organization in a number of gov-
ernorates. In Jordan, ANHRE cooperated 
with the cultural department in Amman 
governorate by launching the contest 
“Amman…the most beautiful place” and 
integrating the importance of education 
and right to a safe teaching environment 
in the topics of the contest.

 In Iraq, members of the coalitions in Bagh-
dad organized a poetry evening that fo-
cused on the importance of education, in 
addition to organizing a children’s pictures 
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exhibitions in Thee Qar governorate to 
emphasize the importance of education. 

In Palestine the majority of the Ministry of 
Education schools in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip organized the lesson for all, with 
approximately 1,000,000 students; the 
activities organized by the school varied 
from essays, stories, poems and plays and 
were presented by the students, focusing 
on the importance of education, the need 

to advance its status and reflected some 
problems that schools face due to scarcity 
of funds.

In Yemen, the school students organized 
a school festival focusing on the participa-
tion of school students in providing useful 
information on the GCE and the impor-
tance of education for their school col-
leagues. In Morocco a workshop was con-
ducted in Marrakesh in cooperation with 
the Students Human Rights Club, where 
everyone drew paintings related to the 
topics of the campaign, its goal and rela-
tion to the educational status in Morocco. 

Open discussions and meetings on the 
status of education
To emphasize the commitment of ACEA to 
building real partnerships with the local 
community, members of the coalitions in 
Iraq, Palestine and Morocco conducted a 
number of meetings and open discussions 
with the aim of raising the awareness of 

parent’s councils in their important super-
vision role and interventions to improve 
the quality of education.

Coalition members in Iraq held an open 
meeting in Baghdad on the status and 
funding of education in Iraq. Representa-
tives of civil society organizations, public 

figures, educational organizations, aca-
demics, journalists and university profes-
sors participated in the activity. 

Coalition members in Palestine held com-
munity meetings in Jenin, Ramallah, He-
bron and Nablus, hosting representatives 
of parents’ councils, civil society organi-
zations, official institutions, local councils 
and public figures. Several recommenda-
tions emanated from these meetings, fo-
cusing on the need to improve the cur-
ricula, increase education budgets and 
improve educational environment. 

Coalition members in Morocco organized 
the “A Lesson for All” activity, which is an 
awareness-raising activity that focuses on 
familiarizing the participants in the goal 
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of the GCE in 2010 “Increase Budgets Al-
located to Education” by prompting gov-
ernments to increase budgets allocated to 
education, clarifying the impact of the fi-
nancial and economic crisis that the world 
suffers from, the negative implications of 
this crisis on education and most impor-
tant strategies that can be adopted to ad-
vance the status of education in Morocco. 

Integrate the media as an effective part-
ner in the campaign
Alongside promoting the campaign in 
the media within the coalitions in the 
Arab countries, the Palestinian coalition 
held a workshop for journalists to provide 
them with the necessary information on 
the campaign and its goals, provide par-
ticipants with information on the status 
of education in Palestine in light of the 
scarcity of financial resources to improve 
the quality of education, with the aim of 
building an educational media body by fo-

cusing on educational issues in Palestine. 
Participants from all over the West Bank 
participated in the workshop. 

The Yemeni coalition coordinated num-
ber of GAW activities that included edu-
cational festivals in various areas and the 
lesson for all activity, such that the first 
implemented activity was the formation 
of a journalists association for education 
in Sana’a, where the organizational regu-

lations were discussed and adopted and a 
general assembly was chosen.

The campaign was launched in the media 
in Jordan by highlighting the outcomes of 
a study conducted by ANHRE on funding 
of education and the main challenges the 
educational sector in Jordan faces, in ad-
dition to calling upon the government to 
increase educational allocations. 

2011: It’s a Right! Make it 
Right! Education for Women 
and Girls Now! 
The main idea of the GAW 2011, which co-
incided with the 100th centennial of the 
International Women’s Day, was “Women’s 
and Girl’s Education” as one of the main 
commitments of the GCE was to organize 
campaigns to ensure women’s and girl’s 
access to good education.
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The campaign focused, via the work of its 
coalitions in Arab countries, on consolidat-
ing the efforts to address various women’s 
and girl’s issues in the field of education, 
including high drop-out rates, low en-
rollment rates, cultural practices and tra-
ditions that deprive girls/women from 
accessing education and some other se-
curity issues; active participation of differ-
ent sectors took place in 9 countries, with 
more than 25,000 participants in Lebanon, 
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Palestine, Su-
dan, Somalia and Mauritania.

Global Action Week 2011 Activities: 

Integrate popular and official institu-
tions in the activities
The campaign continued to conduct the 
GAW activities, such that members of co-
alitions ensured the acquisition of formal 
and popular support to guarantee the ac-
cess of girl’s to education. Decision makers, 
governmental officials, representatives of 
international organizations, civil society 
organizations and numerous figures were 
integrated and participated vastly in the 
activities. The increasing active participa-
tion over the years emphasizes the suc-
cess of the GAW in mobilizing support for 
the campaign and highlighting the vari-
ous adopted issues.

The activities enjoyed vast participation 
and interaction by official institutions, 

such that the closing ceremony that was 
held in Jordan under the auspice of Queen 
Rania and in the presence of the Minis-
ter of Education Dr. Tayseer Nu’aimi, who 
represented the Queen, in addition to 
numerous members of parliament, repre-
sentatives of ministries civil society orga-
nizations, the media, radio, television and 
school students. 

The Palestinian coalition organized a vast 
march in Ramallah with over 200 repre-
sentatives of political parties, civil society 
organizations, youth and parents, where 
slogans raised for gender equity in educa-
tion by improving conditions to work to-
wards development of work opportunities 
too; these slogans are in line with the main 
slogan of the GAW (It’s A Right…Make It 
Right) and its translation in Palestine (Yes 
She Can).

The Egyptian coalition organized a large 
national meeting titled the Big Story “You 
Can Learn Right” in Fayum with the aim of 
focusing on the need to provide space for 
women and girl’s to receive their chance 
in education and participation in social, 
political and economic life. The Ministry 
of Education, UNESCO, FAO, civil society 
organizations, students, teachers and par-
ents participated in the meeting.

The Iraqi coalition organized a number of 
activities in all Iraqi governorates; a cele-
bration in Nasiriyah was organized, where 
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national songs calling for peace, security 
and love were played. An open meeting for 
civil society organizations was organized 
with the aim of organizing cooperation 
and coordination mechanisms between 
civil society organizations, governorate 
councils and international organizations 
to cooperate in the supporting the GCE 
and working towards giving equal oppor-
tunities for women and girls in education 
and work. In addition to organizing the 
first national conference in southern Iraq 
in Nasiriyah, in the presence of represen-
tatives of civil society organizations and 
university professors at Thee Qar univer-
sity and the technical college. Iraqi coali-
tion members also called upon officials 
in Arabic, Kurdish and English to work on 
combating illiteracy among women, par-
ticularly a number of ministers, members 
of parliament, activists, civil society orga-
nizations and media people; the petition 
was signed by 1874 individuals. Coalition 
members also participated in a march in 
Baghdad on the occasion of the Interna-
tional labor Day, where the posters of the 
campaign were held, demanding educa-
tion for women and eradicating illiteracy 
among worker’s in general and working 
women in particular. Different local orga-
nizations and individuals participated in 
peaceful demonstrations in Baghdad to 
introduce the campaign and gather signa-
tures of individuals that support demand-
ing citizen’s rights and reforming the edu-
cational system.

The Sudanese coalition organized a round 
table activity to discuss the education for all 
2010 report, including the challenges that 
face education. The aim of the meeting was 
to develop a clear approach in addressing 
the challenges and predicaments that face 
education in general and women in particu-
lar, determine a strategic vision for upcom-
ing years in terms of education for all and 

achieving the Dakar convention goals and 
determine the most important recommen-
dations and work mechanisms pertaining 
to women’s and girls’ education to be sub-
mitted to officials and decision-makers.

In Lebanon, thousands of Lebanese and 
Palestinians participated upon the invita-
tion of the coalition to demonstrate out-
side the UN ESCWA premises in Beirut. 
More than 7000 demonstrators from civil 
society organizations, trade unions, Pal-
estinian political parties and Lebanese 
political parties participated in the dem-
onstration; one notable aspect was the 
large presence of women from Palestin-
ian refugee camps and women’s organiza-
tions, and another is the presence of the 
Lebanese coalition members, whose pres-
ence was pivotal to link the right to work 
with the right to education for Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon. The demonstrators 
raised the slogans of the GAW and the slo-
gans of the Lebanese Coalition. The speak-
ers talked about the details of the new La-
bor law in Lebanon, the overall legal gaps 
that limit the rights of Palestinian refugees 
in Lebanon to work and the challenges 
and difficulties that Palestinians face with 
regards to right to education in UNRWA 
schools as well as other schools.

The Somali coalition signed Memoran-
dums of Understanding with 17 schools in 
the main cities in Somalia with the help of 
the Ministry of Education. The aim of the 
MOU was to implement the activities of 
the GAW with the slogan girl’s education; 
the GAW also featured an activity where 
women and girl’s shared their personal 
stories on the impact of lack of education 
on their lives. Men and boys also men-
tioned their stories on the right to edu-
cation. The number of participants in the 
GAW was 10,966 students in 67 schools. 
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Conduct workshops that support wom-
en’s and girls’ education
Coalition members in Jordan, Iraq, Pales-
tine and Sudan conducted awareness-
raising workshops that targeted girls and 
women representatives of the local com-
munity and civil society organizations, in 
addition to high school students and girls. 
The workshops focused on the impor-
tance of girls’ education, the problem of 
poverty that prevents the enrollment of 
some girls in schools and the most impor-
tant obstacles that hinder girls’ access to 
decent education.

The aim of these workshops is to raise the 
awareness of women on the importance 
of education by focusing on governorates 
that have low girls’ enrollment, such that 
members of the Jordanian coalition held 
awareness-raising sessions in the schools 
of the Hussein refugee camp, Sheikh Hus-
sein District in the northern valleys and 
Ma’an in southern Jordan.

The Iraqi coalition conducted in coopera-

tion with the Human Rights Ministry for 
boys and girls a workshop near Mosul 
titled “School Dropout Among Children”, 
in addition to a number of workshops in 
Baghdad to raise the awareness of wom-
en and encourage them to continue their 
studies, in addition to submitting their 
recommendations on education to stake-
holders in Iraq. Some success stories for 
women who enrolled in the center and 
hold different jobs were presented.

The Palestinian coalition conducted work-
shops in all West Bank and Gaza Strip 
schools that included introducing the 
2011 goals of the GCE and the problems 
that face female students in education.

The Sudanese coalition conducted a work-
shop titled “Girls’ Education in Cooperation 
with the National Council/Education and 
Scientific Research Committee, Ministry of 
Education, UN agencies, Balan Sudan or-
ganization and Petronus Company within 
the EFA Goals Framework.” The workshop 
focused on numerous issues including the 
status of primary education, funding of 
education, countries’ experiences in ex-
penditure on education, laws and legisla-
tions that guarantee free and compulsory 
education and a national campaign for 
girls’ education.   
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Conduct lectures on the importance of 
women’s and girls’ education
Coalition members in Jordan, Iraq, Pal-
estine and Sudan conducted lectures on 
the importance of girls’ education and 
its impact on developing active citizens 
in the society, the role of girls’ education 
in inducing change in the economic, so-
cial, cultural and political participation of 
women. These lectures targeted school 
students, teachers, parents and the local 
community with the participation of sev-
eral civil society organizations.

Coalitions members ensured to target 
both males and females in these lectures 
to emphasize the important role both play 
in supporting women’s right to education. 
The Jordanian coalition held awareness-
raising lectures that targeted both females 
and males in a number of schools. The Pal-
estinian coalition organized a film’s screen-
ing session that focuses on the social and 
economic challenges women face, which 

was attended by 100 representatives of 
the education faculty and women’s com-
munity faculty in Al-Tireh neighborhood 
in Ramallah, where the session was orga-
nized.

The Iraqi coalition members organized lec-
tures in several communities in Nineveh 
governorate; Al Hamadaneyah, Al Musel, 
Talkeef, Bartala, with the aim of raising the 
awareness of the community in rural areas 
on women’s right to education. The lec-
tures were conducted in cooperation with 
non-governmental organizations in these 
areas, focusing on non-discrimination in 
education, in addition to lectures in Misan 
and Kurdistan governorates.

The Sudanese coalition organized a lec-
ture titled “Obstacles Facing Girls’ and 
Women’s Education in Sudan” in coopera-
tion with the education and scientific re-
search committee in the national council 
with the Secretariat of Education in the 
General Union of Sudanese Women.

Conduct discussion sessions on educa-
tional issues
Coalition members in Jordan, Iraq and 
Palestine with the participation of human 
rights activists organized discussion ses-
sions that focused on education issues in 
general and girl’s education in particular. 
The sessions included presenting the ob-
stacles that girls’ face in education and the 
development of recommendations that 
should support girls’ education opportu-
nities.

The Jordanian coalition held a discussion 
session with a number of human rights 
activists. The session included screening 
a short video titled “Colors of Shame” that 
focused on educational problems, includ-
ing school drop-out, early marriage and 
indoctrination approach; the video was 
discussed and a set of recommendations 
were developed that should contribute to 
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overcoming educational problems.

The Iraqi coalition held a discussion ses-
sion in Basra and Karbala’ with the pres-
ence of civil society organizations repre-
sentatives, teachers and representatives of 
the youth and sports directorate in Basra. 
The Palestinian coalition held a number of 
discussion sessions in several West Bank 
and Gaza Strip cities, focusing on the 2011 
GCE goals, problems that face girls’ in edu-
cation and the need to prepare financial 
and non-financial resources to improve 
the educational environments in school 
and improve the quality of education. The 
participants contributed to the develop-
ment of recommendations to the Ministry 
of Education and other relevant ministries 
to improve the educational conditions.

Conduct cultural, educational and artis-
tic activities on the importance of edu-
cation
Coalition members in Jordan, Egypt, Iraq 
and Palestine implemented a set of cultur-
al and artistic activities that sought to raise 
the awareness of and integrate all societal 
sectors in the GAW 2011 activities, which is 
for women and girls’ to receive their rights 
in education.

The activities implemented by coalition 
members varied, such that the Amnesty 
International group in Jordan, in coop-
eration with Fann FM Radio, recorded a 
song on education; also, school classes 
on women’s education and the obstacles 

and challenges it faces were conducted. 
The lessons sought to encourage girls’ to 
participate to bring about positive change 
on the national level by participating in 
support women’s and girls’ education and 
guarantee a bright future with education.

The Egyptian coalition members orga-
nized an educational meeting for organi-
zations working in the field of education, 
bringing together members of the Egyp-
tian coalition and a group of educational 
leaders and some journalists interested 
in education in Al-Zamalek to discuss the 
goals of the 2011 GAW.

The Iraqi coalition organized the Big Story 
contest on the People’s Radio during the 
GAW. The contest encouraged women and 
girls to write real stories about women 
and girls that faced challenges in educa-
tion and a prize was set for the most excit-
ing story, in addition to a graduation cer-
emony for 30 women who enrolled in the 
illiteracy program, such that these women 
were trained for a period of four months 
and are now able to read, write and do 
mathematics; also, numerous press re-
leases were published on many electronic 
websites.
The Palestinian coalition organized the 
“Big Story Lesson” activity in governmen-
tal and UNRWA schools in all West Bank 
directorates. The activity included pre-
senting students’ stories on girls’ educa-
tion and the challenges and obstacles that 
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face girls’ education in Palestine. It also 
included screening a play in the presence 
of representatives of civil organizations, 
different organizations in the city, parents’ 
councils, teachers, students and parents. 
The “Reading Rally” competition was also 
organized in cooperation with the Minis-
try of Education; winners were honored 
during a ceremony that parents, the local 
community and decision makers in direc-
torates were invited to.
Media campaigns and press conferenc-
es
The Sudanese coalition inaugurated the 
activities of the GAW in Sudan in a press 
conference held in the Sudanese News 
Agency on the 2nd/May/2011in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Education, UN 
Agencies, Balan Sudan Organization and 
Petronus Company. The speakers were 
united in emphasizing the importance of 
education in community life, and particu-
larly women’s education that is considered 
half of the society and educating women 
educates an entire nation.

The GAW in Lebanon was also launched 
in a press conference titled “Women’s and 
Girls’ Education”;

the conference was held under the aus-
pice of the Minister of Information and 
with 60 representatives of civil society or-

ganizations, Lebanese coalition members, 
journalists syndicate president, execu-
tive director of ANHRE, coordinators and 
teachers. The conference was considered 
an occasion to invite official and private 
media outlets to keep up with the activi-
ties conducted by the Lebanese coalition 
to highlight the educational problems 
that the Lebanese people face, in order to 
build the aspired educational change to 
achieve a better life for all.

The Egyptian coalition prepared a docu-
mentary film of women and young wom-
en leaders in the revolution, as well as 
choosing Mrs. Fadeela –a prominent Egyp-
tian that presented children’s programs 
for more than 50 years, children who were 
able to enroll in education and others who 
couldn’t.

2012: Rights from the Start- 
Early Childhood Care and Edu-
cation Now!
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Every year, more than 200 million children 
under the age of 5 in middle and low in-
come countries are unable to fulfill their 
developmental capabilities due to pover-
ty, malnutrition and insufficient number of 
care and education opportunities. The ma-
jority of these children are living in south-
ern Asia and the sub-Saharan African. Due 
to this beginning and if these children are 
able to enroll in schools they will under-
perform and will contribute to continu-
ing poverty by working low-income jobs, 
give birth to children at an early age and 
transmit lowly healthcare, nutrition and 
morale to yet another generation. In this 
sense, early childhood care and education 
was chosen to be the issue to focus on in 
2011, particularly since this is the most ne-
glected EFA goal, and if this neglect per-
sists then EFA goals will not be achieved 
by 2015.

The campaign included various activities 
in integrate official and popular institu-
tions in the “Early Childhood Care and Ed-
ucation” campaign to lobby governments 
to change their educational policies to 
fulfill children’s rights in the early child-
hood period. The year also witnessed the 
participation of Bahrain and Mauritania, 
with more than 12,973 participants in 8 
Arab countries within the educational co-
alitions of the “Rights from the Beginning” 
campaign.

Global Action Week 2012 Activities: 

Integrate popular and official institu-
tions in the activities of the campaign
The main activities in Palestine focused 
on the implementation of open days in 
Ramallah, Nablus, Hebron, Jerusalem and 
Arura, such that the open days were con-
ducted in cooperation with 13 kindergar-
tens in the West Bank and Jerusalem. 888 
children participated in drawings; paint-
ing on faces and balloons; athletic activi-

ties; storytelling by teachers, parents and 
older students; clown shows; big picture 
activities; plays screening; songs; and train 
game. The activities were attended by 
1049 individuals, including decision mak-
ers, civil society organizations representa-
tives, media, parents, community leaders, 
students and children.

The Jordanian coalition launched the GAW 
by organizing an activity under the aus-
pice of the Minister of Education and with 
108 attendants, representing decision 
makers, media, civil society organizations, 
students, children, coalition members, 
teachers’ unions and school principals. The 
activities included intensive ANHRE activi-
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ties in the southern of Jordan, seeking to 
lobby the government to prioritize these 
areas and consider educational projects 
among the developmental plans; the ac-
tivities were attended by numerous deci-
sion makers and influential personnel.

The Egyptian coalition held a national 
conference in Cairo that was attended by 
the public elite, a Ministry of Education 
deputy, independent educational experts 
and members of the Egyptian coalition, 
such that 187 participants attended the 
activity, including students and teachers, 
to discuss means of equal partnerships to 
activate the right to education.

In Iraq, the coalition held a number of field 
meetings and visits to promote the cam-
paign and its demands and acquire official 
and popular support, such that meetings 
with decision makers and community-
based organizations representatives were 
conducted in Waset and Babel governor-
ates. Field visits to schools in various Iraqi 
governorates also took place, with rep-
resentatives of the media, community-
based organizations, students, community 
leaders, decision makers and members of 
teachers’ syndicate. Additionally, open day 
activities took place in the majority of the 
governorates. More than 3000 individuals 
participated in these meetings, including 
decision makers, media representatives, 
community-based organizations, teach-
ers, children and mothers.

The coalition in Yemen launched the ac-
tivities of the GAW under the auspice of 
the Prime Minister and General Secretary 
of the Minister of Education. The activity 
resembled the Sana’a Declaration for ear-
ly childhood care and education and en-
joyed wide media coverage by 7 websites.

The Sudanese coalition launched the ac-
tivities of the 2012 GAW in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Education, Educa-

tion Committee in the National Council 
and Balan Sudan Organization, such that 
the coalition intensified its efforts to in-
crease the awareness and develop unified 
conceptions on early childhood care and 
education, and reach an agreement that 
determines the roles of the different early 
childhood stakeholders.

The Lebanese coalition held a major cele-
bration under the auspice of the Governor 
of Saida featuring Dabke performance, an 
interactive play on violence against chil-
dren, reading quotations of students who 
dropped out of schools, an activity titled 
“playing fairly” and signing a petition that 
includes 10 recommendations to protect 
children’s rights. The celebration was at-
tended by 493 individuals, 259 of which 
were females and 28 were decision mak-
ers. The attendants included decision 
makers, representatives of the media, 
parents, community-based organizations 
representatives, local community leaders, 
students, children, coalition members and 
members of the teachers’ union, in addi-
tion to prominent personnel, including 
the Governor of Saida and President of 
Civil Societies Association in Saida.

Activities in Mauritania were in line with 
the activities organized by other Arab co-
alitions, such that the opening ceremony 
was attended by 172 participants from 
civil society organizations and parents. In 
Bahrain, Umniya organization for child-
hood care conducted numerous programs 
in the GAW in coordination with three or-
ganizations as an initial step to build the 
coalition in Bahrain.

Conduct workshops to build the capaci-
ties of civil society organizations
The Palestinian coalition conducted three 
workshops for teachers, 3 workshops for 
kindergarten principals and 3 awareness 
raising sessions for parents. Additionally, 
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action circles in early childhood resource 
centers in Hebron, Jerusalem, Ramallah, 
Nablus and Jenin were conducted. The 
workshops were attended by 125 partici-
pants, in addition to representatives of the 
media.

ANHRE in Jordan conducted numerous 
workshops to build the capacities of the 
coalition members in Ma’an and Jyoub Al-
Faqr on using advocacy tools and strate-
gies in their early childhood care and edu-
cation work in Jordan, and calling for early 
childhood care and improvement on the 
local level. Additionally, three workshops 
on the five new tactics were conducted for 
three community-based organizations in 
Ma’an; determining the goal that makes 
the upper kindergarten level compulsory 
in the Ministry of Education law, utilizing 
community marketing and calls to advo-
cate for campaigns, in addition to a work-
shop for 20 youth in Ma’an and two work-
shops for women in Ma’an.

The Iraqi coalition consolidated its efforts 

to hold workshops with approximately 
2000 individuals in the majority of the 
governorates, including Baghdad, Kurdis-
tan, Kirkuk, Nasiriyah, Babel, Al-Dewanyie. 
The workshops focused on increasing the 
awareness, enhancing the skills and dis-
cussing the current status of early child-
hood care and education and available 
opportunities in providing good educa-
tion for children. Target groups varied 
from school students, university students 
and teachers to decision makers, parents, 
media professionals and civil society orga-
nizations representatives.

The Sudanese coalition organized a 2-day 
workshop with 626 participants from the 
union Ministry of Education, Care and 
Social Security Ministry represented by 
the national council for childhood care, 
union Ministry of Health and Education 
and Scientific Research Committee in the 
National Council. The workshop included 
the presentation of working papers on the 
concept of early childhood care and edu-
cation, an analysis of the current situation 
and the practices, policies, laws and legis-
lations and working towards their devel-
opment (taking Khartoum State as a mod-
el). The coalition also organized another 
training workshop on “Education Outside 
of Schools” in cooperation with the Edu-
cation Committee, Ministry of Education, 
Hadaf Organization, UN organizations and 
the private sector, with 252 participants 
representing decision makers, civil society 
organizations, the media, parents, com-
munity leaders, coalition members and 
teachers’ union.

In Bahrain’s first participation in the cam-
paign Umniya organization for childhood 
care conducted a program for high school 
supervisors with 30 students, 5 members 
of non-governmental organization and 
teachers’ syndicates. The program targets 
one of the parents or an orphan aged 6-12 
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years, aiming to guide the parents socially 
and academically on weekly basis by the 
school and university students’ volunteers. 
The program includes home schooling of 
the mother and child: (communicate and 
read program) is a non-for-profit program 
that encourages and promotes reading 
and writing at an early stage and prepares 
children for schools via the intervention 
reading program that provides books for 
children in healthcare and hospitals.

In Somalia, a 3-day workshop was conduct-
ed on the strength and teaching methods 
that included teachers from Mogadishu 
and Galkayo, in addition to training civil 
society organizations, such that the coali-
tion coordinated a workshop for all coali-
tion members.

Conduct cultural, educational and rec-
reational activities on the importance 
of education
ANHRE organized in cooperation with 
26 organizations in Ma’an, southern Jor-
dan and Jyoub Al-Faqr an open day in 

Ma’an College. The day featured numer-
ous school and community-based orga-
nizations shows and activities for people 
with disabilities; the event also included 
numerous corners, including a face paint-
ing corner; popular cuisine corner where 
handmade food by women in communi-
ty-based organizations was exhibited; big 
picture corner; and the Puppet Theater 
and interactive games corner. 

The event was attended by more than 1000 
children in their early childhood years and 
300 prominent figures, parents, trainers 
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and students, in addition to a number of 
cultural and recreational activities includ-
ing an interactive theatrical show, an open 
day for children, story reading activity, 
painting workshop and the talents show.

The Egyptian coalition organized a play 
by children on (The Big Story- Girls’ Edu-
cation), which was screened in the Ma’adi 
Library Theater in Cairo; the play focused 
on some educational problems that the 
children reflect in the play. The screening 
was attended by 187 parents, media pro-
fessionals, students, Egyptian coalition 
members and some schools.

The Iraqi coalition members focused in-
tensively on conducting cultural, educa-
tional and recreational activities that var-
ied from painting circles to study circles 
and exhibitions. These activities took 
place with more than 1000 participants 
in Baghdad, Nasiriyah, Babel, Dewanyie, 
Thee Qar, Kirkuk and Basra. The activities 
enjoyed significant interaction by the lo-
cal community and targeted children in 

general; decision makers, representatives 
of the media, parents, community-based 
organizations, syndicates’ members, com-
munity leaders and students participated 
in the activities.

The Sudanese coalition organized a carni-
val and a number of children’s media ac-
tivities for officials, participating bodies 
and supporting bodies.
The Mauritania coalition organized a 
painting and photography activity titled 
“The Big Picture”. The activity was orga-
nized at the level of a number of schools 
in Nouakchott
with 382 participants and in the presence 
of the Minister of Social Affairs, Childhood 
and Family. A number of children partici-
pated in the Big Picture activity and the 
question that the children were asked was 
the methods that helped them in their 
studies and how they can help their little 
sisters and brothers.
In Bahrain, the help of reading trainers was 
solicited regularly in hospitals. The books 
are high quality reading materials that 

35



Harvest report 2009 - 2013

were successfully used worldwide. Read-
ing for children depended on the illness 
children suffered from, such that the read-
ing took place on daily basis for a period of 
one week in cooperation with the doctors 
and family, while doctors and workers in 
the hospital help in organizing organized 
programs for children and patients until 
visited by a volunteer. This activity was 
conducted in Al-Salmanye hospital with 
35 participating volunteers.

Media Campaigns and Press Conferences
ANHRE organized a press conference in 
Ma’an Municipality on 1st/April/2012, 
where the conference commenced in in-
troducing the campaign, its goals, the 
needs and details. The attendants appreci-
ated the effort and idea of the campaign 
and offered to provide support. The event 
closed with signing the petition of the 
campaign. The event was attended by 20 
individuals, 8 of which were females and 
4 were decision makers. The attendants 

included media professionals, decision 
makers, coalition members and commu-
nity-based organizations representatives. 
The attendants signed a petition calling 
for making the kindergarten phase com-
pulsory by amending the law of the Min-
istry of Education. Media professionals 
working on the early childhood care and 
education issue expressed their interest in 
helping the coalition by publishing their 
statements in all media outlets, in addition 
to forming a link of 10 actors to serve as 
the media channel to communicate with 
the local community via newspapers and 
websites. The Jordanian coalition also suc-
ceeded in targeting official newspapers in 
addition to official visual and audio press 
and electronic newspapers.

The Iraqi coalition launched a media cam-
paign to announce the GAW, including 
8 radio spots in the People’s Radio once 
every 30 minutes; airing the program 
“Right from the Beginning” to talk about 
the campaign; recording the statement 
of the campaign and airing it twice after 
signing the petition; and promoting a ra-
dio program in Culture Radio on the status 
of early childhood care and education to 
highlight the status of education and main 
challenges. Nida’ Al-Haq newspaper dedi-
cated a complete page for the campaign, 
where 1011 individuals benefited from 
the page; additionally, a TV interview was 
conducted with the coordinator of the 
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campaign in a special episode on the cam-
paign in the program Good Morning Iraq.

The Sudanese coalition held a media fo-
rum for media representatives in Sudan 
News Agency in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education, UN organizations, 
Balan Sudan organization and the pri-
vate sector. The workshops was attended 
by 116 individuals, representing decision 
makers, the media, civil society organiza-
tions, coalition members and the teachers’ 
unions. A TV meeting was conducted with 
the president of the Sudanese coalition on 
the Shorouq Channel and in the presence 
of 22 individuals; additionally, the national 
channel hosted the national coordinator 
for education for all in the presence of 12 
decision makers, media professionals and 
coalition members. The activities of the 
GAW were covered in Sudanese newspa-
pers and 4 TV channels.

All of the GAW activities in Palestine were 
covered by the local media, including Al-
Quds Newspaper, Ma’an News Agency, 
Huwwara Media Network and Tariq Al- 
Mahabeh Radio. 

In Bahrain the coalition used the media to 
raise the awareness of the community on 
the exerted efforts via the GAW; the event 
was covered by four local newspapers.

The GAW activities in Egypt were covered 
by 11 local newspapers and 7 TV channels.

2013:  “Every Child Needs a 
Teacher” Campaign
“Every Child Needs a Teacher” is a cam-
paign led by the GCE to demand that the 
law guarantees a well trained teacher for 
every child, in light of the fact that 61 mil-
lion children are not enrolled in primary 
schools and the most important thing that 
we can give them to give them their right 
to education is to ensure that they have 
trained teachers; to achieve this we need 

1.7 million teachers.

The 2013 GAW carried the slogan “Every 
Child Needs a Teacher” and in Palestine, 
Yemen and Jordan the slogan “The Teach-
er Deserves” was taken up to focus on the 
pivotal role played by teachers in achiev-
ing education for all. The goal of the GAW 
is to increase mobilized political and finan-
cial support to achieve the EFA goals.

The mission of the campaign was clear and 
focused on “If we appreciate education 
then we should appreciate and value the 
teacher; we should value the important 
role teachers’ play and reward this teacher 
on three connected levels: rehabilitation, 
decrease burdens and improve living con-
ditions.”

Arab countries sought the opportunity 
and utilized a broader definition of teach-
ers to include trainers, facilitators and 
qualifiers that play pivotal roles in adult 
education.

The importance of the 2013 GAW activi-
ties came within the context of discus-
sions that took place in numerous places 
on all levels, with the aim of evaluating the 
accomplishments made on the EFA goals 
since the year 2000 until now.

Global Action Week 2013 Activities: 

Integrate popular and official institu-
tions in the activities of the campaign
Stemming from the campaign’s belief in 
the different roles of popular and official 
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institutions in advancing various educa-
tional issues, the campaign ensured the 
renewed participation of all popular and 
official institutions in the activities of the 
GAW. In this year numerous activities en-
couraged the coalitions to actively in-
tegrate decision makers, governmental 
officials, international organizations rep-
resentatives, community-based organiza-
tions and members of the community.

The Jordanian coalition organized a ma-
jor activity under the auspice of the Min-
ister of Education, attended by 200 par-
ticipants including the Education Director, 
Private Education Director, Ex-Finance 
Minister, 5 school principals, members of 
the teachers’ syndicate, school principals, 
teachers, coalition members, prominent 
figures and students. The biggest wallpa-
per in the Arab World, designed by one of 
the teachers in cooperation with a group 
of students, was announced. 

A preparatory meeting for coalition mem-
bers in Egypt was attended by 22 partici-
pants, including the Ex-Aswan Education 
Deputy, Chairman of Aswan Teachers’ syn-
dicate and Dean of Education Faculty in 
Aswan. In this context, the coalition orga-
nized a field research activity and prepara-
tory meetings in schools, in the presence 
of 86 parents, teachers and school princi-
pals, 45 of which were males and 41 were 
females.

In Iraq, Forat Organization conducted in-

terviews with children to determine their 
educational level and the characteristics 
they need in teachers by writing or draw-
ing them on paper.

In Palestine education and the teacher 
were the title of the Friday prayer sermon 
on 26th/April/2014, where the sermon was 
dedicated to talk about education and the 
importance of education. The campaign 
witnessed the largest social and civic par-
ticipation and every Palestinian house par-
ticipated in the campaign, in addition to 
all those who listen to the sermon via the 
media (radio and TV). Additionally, the Pal-
estinian coalition organized a number of 
activities in schools including festivals and 
discussions on teachers’ rights; also tens of 
schools hosted public figures, Ministers, 
Members of Legislative Council, political 
leaders, trade unionists, mayors, Members 
of Local Council and members of the Gen-
eral Secretariat of the General Union of 
Palestinian Teachers in open discussions 
on the goals of the campaigns, teachers’ 
rights and the official and social respon-
sibility in advancing education, acquiring 
teachers’ rights and improving their work 
conditions.

The Sudanese coalition inaugurated the 
GAW officially in the coordination meeting 
of Ministers and Directors of Education. 
The meeting featured the signing of the 
Ministers a commitment memorandum 
to focus on the need to train teachers, ad-
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vance education and improve its quality. 
The participants in the GAW activities in 
Sudan was more than 400, including Min-
isters, National Council Members, Minis-
try of Finance, Ministry of Education and 
Civil Society Organizations. More than 50 
children participated in the creative stu-
dent activities and 40 teachers were cho-
sen to train children and youth outside of 
schools.

The Yemeni coalition organized an activity 
in a number of organizations and schools, 
where employees and student silently 
stood for 2 minutes to honor teachers. 
Additionally, in an honoring activity for 
educational figures, 250 teachers in Kha-
lid Ibn Al-Walid and Balqees Schools were 
honored, where recognition certificates 
and symbolic gifts were distributed in the 
presence of the President of the coalition, 
coalition representatives in the Education 
Office, Ministry of Social Affairs and the 
State Secretariat, employees and media 
professionals. This was accompanied by 
a field march to the slogans and banners 
were carried with a number of state lead-
ers, educators and social figures to do a 
class; the parents and other societal sec-
tors went to teachers and thanked them.

The Moroccan coalition participated in the 
GAW by organizing a number of activities 
that are represented in the preparation 
and distribution of campaign publications 
in Rabat, Jadida city and other cities.

The Lebanese coalition held a celebration 
ceremony in the UNESCO palace titled “Ev-
ery Child Needs A Teacher”. The celebra-
tion aimed at increasing the awareness of 
the civil society and officials on the impor-
tance of meeting the educational needs of 
children in schools, particularly the lack of 
qualified teachers, in addition to contrib-
uting in reforming the education process 
in Lebanon. The celebration hosted 450 at-
tendants including members of the teach-
ers’ syndicate, Lebanese and Palestinian 
civil society organizations, international 
organizations and families. The celebra-
tion was covered by the media and broad-
casted on Al-Manar TV and by the Social 
Najdeh Association.

The Mauritanian coalition inaugurated 
the GAW in the Mauritanian Center for 
Strategic Research and Studies in a cere-
mony titled “Every Child Needs a Qualified 
Teacher” in the presence of a large audi-
ence. A large number of pamphlets was 
distributed and hanged in public spaces, 
governmental offices and schools. For the 
conclusion of the GAW the coalition held 
a meeting to evaluate the activities and 
events of the week that were implement-
ed in the Mauritanian Center for Strategic 
Research and Studies and schools, with 
the participation of members of parlia-
ment, ex-Ministers, officials in the Ministry 
of Education and Ministry of Social Affairs.

The Somali coalition also organized a large 
activity for the GAW, published a press re-
lease on the importance of the GAW and 
the goal of this year’s campaign titled 
“Every Child Needs a Qualified Teacher”, 
where 50 personnel from educational or-
ganizations, non-governmental organiza-
tion and educational networks participat-
ed in the 26th/April activity, in addition to 
the media to cover the event.
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Training workshops to emphasize the 
objectives of the campaign and ensure 
their implementation
To contribute to the creation of a quali-
fied generation of teachers, the campaign 
implemented via the educational coali-
tions a number of programs and training 
workshops that contribute to the delivery 
of the mission of the campaign for this 
year in that every child needs a qualified 
teacher. 

In this sense, the Iraqi coalition organized 
a number of lectures for teachers on the 
importance of developing teachers with 
the aim of developing the educational lev-
el and the teacher in Iraq. The number of 
conducted lectures was 4, each attended 
by 15 teachers.

In Jordan, within the activities of the GAW 
the Jordanian coalition implemented a 
program on training teachers with dis-
abilities.

The Moroccan coalition conducted two 
training courses in coordination with the 
Citizenship Forum in Morocco. The first 
course, conducted in the 11th/May/2013, 
targeted teachers in Fes city, while the sec-
ond course targeted reaching in Qunaitera 
city and was held on the 18th/May/2013.

Round-table Activity
GCE members intensified their efforts for 
the sake of issues that serve education 
by conducting awareness-raising activi-
ties that would integrate decision makers 
and active sectors in favor of educational 
issues. In this sense, the educational co-
alitions in the Arab countries held a num-
ber of roundtable meetings with decision 
makers, community leaders and teaching 
staff.

The Egyptian coalition held a roundtable 
activity titled “Research Funding Oppor-
tunities for Education Development Pro-

grams”. The meeting targeted priority is-
sues to develop the educational system, 
was attended by 62 educational leaders 
from civil organizations, Ministry of Educa-
tion, management of funds officials in the 
Ministry of Education, ex-Minister of Edu-
cation, chairman of the teachers’ syndicate 
and media professionals.

In Palestine, all political parties, civil ac-
tors and coalition members participated 
in a 3-hour discussion on the responsibil-
ity of political parties towards education 
and teachers’ rights. Several recommenda-
tions emanated from the meeting, calling 
for the need to take all necessary steps to 
reform the educational system. The Pales-
tinian coalition held another roundtable 
activity organized by the General Union of 
Palestinian Women, with the participation 
of the General Secretariat of the GUPW, 
General Secretariat of the General Union of 
Palestinian Teachers, Palestinian coalition 
and numerous educational organizations. 
The speakers emphasized the importance 
of the Palestinian teachers and the need to 
improve the work conditions of teachers.

Discussion sessions and academic 
meetings on the status of education
The campaign took into account all as-
pects that might form challenges and dif-
ficulties in relation to educational issues. 
In this sense, the coalitions integrated civil 
society organizations, academic organiza-
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tions and the media in discussion sessions 
and academic meetings to discuss this 
year’s educational issue. 

The Egyptian coalition organized an aca-
demic meeting in the Education Faculty on 
(The Role of the Education Faculty in the 
Development of Teachers and Education). 
The total number of attendants reached 
105 individuals, representing civil society 
organizations, local community members 
and the media.

In Jordan DVV International and Queen 
Zain Al-Sharaf Institute for Development 
hosted the representatives of ACEA to dis-
cuss the GAW and launching its activities 
in Jordan.

In Iraq, the Iraqi Institute for Development 
held a discussion session titled “Teachers: 
To Where” in the presence of educators 
from the Education Directorate in Nineveh 
governorate, representatives of the lo-
cal government, civil activists and school 
principals. The discussion focused on the 
level of teachers in schools, methods used 
in the transfer of information to students 
and the reasons behind the deterioration 
in education in Iraq.

The Palestinian coalition organized a num-
ber of educational and trade union semi-
nars related to the slogans of the cam-
paign, with the participation of a number 
of universities and faculties, including Pal-
estine University where the seminar was 
titled “The Story of a Successful Teacher”; 
the Islamic University organized a seminar 
titled “Teaching the Digital Story” and an-
other seminar titled “Criteria to Choosing 
Successful Teachers” was organized by Al-
Quds University and with the participation 
of the Palestinian coalition.

The Moroccan coalition held a national 
seminar in Rabat on the predicament of 
preparation and rehabilitation of teach-
ers, in addition to a number of commu-

nity meetings to introduce the campaign 
including a communication meeting with 
trainee teachers in the Jahuri Center for 
Education and Creation Careers, a meeting 
with a group of students in a village center 
in Al-Jadida, where students participated 
by drawing the logo of the campaign and 
performing an educational sketch on the 
role of teachers.

The Sudanese coalition organized in coor-
dination with the Educational Committee 
in the National Council, Ministry of Educa-
tion, Balan Sudan Organization, UNESCO, 
UNICEF and Sudan Education Forum a 
workshop titled “The Role of Education 
Rehabilitation in Improving Education” 
with special focus on training of teachers. 
The workshop discussed 6 working papers 
that focused on training of teachers and 
developmental vision towards training.

Popular discussion sessions of educa-
tional issues and the need to support 
teachers
The campaign was engaged in integrating 
local community members in open discus-
sion sessions to determine their opinion 
on the importance of rehabilitating teach-
ers from the right of students to access 
good quality education perspective.

The Jordanian coalition held discussion 
sessions in the university schools, with 
the participation of counselors, educators, 
teachers and a large number of students. 
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As a result of these meetings, the Jorda-
nian coalition submitted a letter to the 
government, official institutions and offi-
cials on the importance of education and 
the need to support teachers to guaran-
tee good education and therefore reform 
education.

The Sudanese coalition held a workshop 
on educational rehabilitation, focusing on 
rehabilitation and training of teachers, in-
creasing the employment of teachers and 
professionalization of the teaching career 
by creating teachers’ councils via official 
and popular participation. 

Media campaigns and press conferenc-
es
Stemming from our belief in the role of the 
media in disseminating awareness on ed-
ucational issues, the campaign engaged 
in incorporating the media in the GAW via 
media campaigns and press conferences. 
The coalitions also ensured that the media 
covers all activities with the aim of dissem-
inating awareness on educational issues.

The Palestinian coalition held a press con-
ference in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Education, Arab Campaign and the Educa-
tion Program at the UNRWA, with the par-
ticipation of the Minister of Education, Ed-
ucation Program Director at the UNRWA, 
the coordinator of ACEA and the coor-
dinator of the Palestinian coalition. The 
press conference highlighted the aspects 
of the campaign, principles that underpin 

this year’s campaign, particularly those 
pertaining to teachers’ rights. Another 
press conference was held in the Gaza 
Strip in partnership with the Ministry of 
Education, UNRWA and civil organizations 
titled “Every Student Deserves a Qualified 
Teacher…The Teacher Deserves”.

The Yemeni coalition inaugurated the ac-
tivities of the GAW on the 20th/April/2013 
in the press conference in “Balqees Club” 
in Sana’a under the auspice of the Capital 
Secretariat. The press conference was at-
tended by a number of leaders in the local 
authority, including General Secretary of 
the Local Council in the Capital Secretari-
at, General Secretary Deputy, Educational 
leaders, civil organizations, journalists and 
stakeholders.

In Iraq, Media Organization published jour-
nalistic articles in 3 Iraqi newspapers to 
introduce the campaign, its goals and the 
GAW in addition to addressing officials in 
terms of improving the level of education 
by focusing on developing the capacities 
of teachers. The organization published 10 
thousand copies of the newspaper in the 
Nineveh, Anbar and Diali governorates.

The Mauritanian coalition launched the 
activities of the GAW in a press conference 
attended by a large number of state offi-
cials, civil society representatives, interest-
ed politicians and the media to cover the 
event. Also in the attendants were a num-
ber of teachers, officials in the Ministry of 
Education and the consultant Sidi Bin Bi-
yadeh from the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Family and Child.

The Jordanian coalition held a number of 
meetings before starting the implementa-
tion of the activities of the GAW. The first 
activity was announcing the GAW in the 
media in a morning program in the official 
Jordanian TV.

The Moroccan coalition implemented 
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a media campaign on audio, visual and 
print media and social media, in addition 
to daily radio shows that focused on the 
activities of the campaign that took place 
during the GAW from 27th/April-3rd/May.

The Somali coalition published a press re-
lease calling for the need to consolidate 
efforts among the Somali people to ad-
vance the status of education. Within the 
same framework, the coalition conduct-
ed numerous school visits that includ-
ed speeches with the aim of raising the 
awareness of school principals, teachers 
and students. Various media outlets were 
incorporated including Dalsan Radio and 
Bar Kolan Radio. The media played a piv-
otal role in presenting the importance and 
goals of this year’s activities.

Launch the activities of the national co-
alitions in all governorates 
In harmony with social interaction, a 
number of festivals and marches were 
organized within the framework of the 
campaign’s activities. In Tulkarem, a big 
march took place with the participation of 
officials, educators, members of the Leg-
islative Council and members of the Pal-
estinian coalition, where slogans empha-
sizing the rights of teacher’s were raised. 
A mass festival in Qabatya enjoyed the 
participation of officials in the educational 
directorate and the governorate. In Ramal-
lah, the closing march included students, 
teachers, the General Union of Palestin-
ian Teachers and the Palestinian coalition. 
The march started near Ramallah Second-
ary School and went to the Presidential 
Headquarters, where the demands of the 
teachers were submitted to the office of 
the President of the Palestinian Author-
ity. A closing festival was organized in the 
University College building in Gaza. The 
campaign in Palestine organized 6 mara-
thons in Palestinian towns and villages 

(Ramallah, Qalqiliya, Burqin/Jenin, North-
ern Aseera/ Nablus, Hebron and Far’a Ref-
ugee Camp/Tubas), with mass participa-
tion from students and parents, thereby 
achieving civil and social interaction. The 
marathons were also attended by officials 
and Governors, members of the Legisla-
tive Council and educators. All of them 
emphasized in their speeches on the goals 
of the campaign, their importance, teach-
ers’ rights and achieving the slogan of this 
year’s campaign.

Cases:
The Egyptian Coalition for Education 
implements its activities outside the 
capital to reach Upper Egypt and Delta 
governorates and succeed in integrat-
ing the local community in the activities.  
The Egyptian coalition is a civil, indepen-
dent coalition that was established in 
2009 and comprises 24 civil society orga-
nizations interested in official and popu-
lar education. Stemming from the GCE’s 
vision in “citizens who enjoy good edu-
cation, active in building their society on 
foundations of democracy, where social 
justice and human rights prevail” the coali-
tion between 2009-2012 was able to shed 
light of the upper Egyptian (Sa’eed) and 
Delta governorates, in addition to orga-
nizing some central activities in Cairo. The 
coalition in the 2009 campaign (Adults are 
Reading- The Big Read) implemented ac-
tivities in Cairo, Aswan, Sohaj and Qaylu-
bieh governorates.   

The first celebration in the GAW was held 
in Aswan athletic club; Aswan was chosen 
to host the event due to its geographic lo-
cation, long distance from the capital and 
the basic needs of the governorate to de-
velop its educational programs due to lack 
of interest in such programs that facilitate 
the development of skills and expertise of 
students in educational activities.
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The launching celebration of the GAW 
was conducted in Kufr Sheikh in Qaylu-
bieh governorate, with 40 individuals rep-
resenting students, parents, civil society 
organizations and cultural programs su-
pervisors. This village was chosen for its 
importance in focusing on effective pro-
grams to eradicate illiteracy and parallel 
education; the number of residents in the 
village is 17000, the majority of which suf-
fer from education problems and particu-
larly the elders, due to their predominant 
focus on agriculture.

The coalition cooperated with Sohaj uni-
versity to focus on the role of the university 
in eradicating illiteracy via the implemen-
tation of a number of illiteracy programs, 
since eradicating illiteracy and advancing 
adult and youth education in all its forms 
plays a primary role in liberalizing illiterate 
people and enable them to become stim-
ulators for positive change by continuous 

interaction between their ideas and works, 
particularly in marginalized areas, where 
poverty, need and lack of governmental 
attention are predominant.

During the 2010 campaign One Goal: Ed-
ucation for All “Fund it Now” the GAW as-
sumed a special character heated debate 
emerged from the topic in the governor-
ates that hosted the launching celebra-
tions of the campaign, largely due to the 
fantastic participation of students via their 
art works that reflect the status of educa-
tion in Egypt, such that they presented 
their points of view on the best educa-
tion during the contest (we want to learn 
right),which was launched by the organi-
zation Egyptians Without Borders for De-
velopment in a number of governorates, 
with focus on the upper Egypt (Sa’eed) 
governorates, Aswan governorate and 
Delta governorates. The contest received 
wide acclaim by audio, visual and print 
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media in addition to the size of participa-
tions and discussions on the subject over 
the social media site Facebook.

The Egyptian coalition participated in 
2011 in the activities of the GAW by or-
ganizing a number of activities that re-
flect the general goal of the GAW “Girls’ 
and Women’s Education”. These activities 
include the large national meeting titled 
“You Can Learn Right” in Al-Fayoum gover-
norate, which aimed to focus on the need 
to open space for women and girls to take 
the opportunity in receiving education 
and participating in the social, political 
and economic life.

It is worth noting that the work of the 
Egyptian coalition and its focus on gov-
ernorates that lie outside of the capital 
stems from the status of education in 
Egypt, where data and statistics reflect 
that villages and other constituencies are 
deprived of education, particularly in Up-
per Egypt. 

A report published by the Ministry of Ed-
ucation in 2011 revealed that 10,297 vil-
lages (representing 24.5% of the total vil-
lages and suburbs in Egypt) deprived of 
primary education; the student density in 
35.9% of the total schools in Egypt is high-
er than the determined numbers; 14.2% 
of the governmental schools work over 
an intervals system; and Egypt needs 232 
thousand new semesters that cost 51 bil-
lion 167 million Egyptian pound, particu-
larly since the closest schools are 2-3 kilo-
meters away, which led to high drop-out 
rates, which is one of the primary causes 
of illiteracy in Egypt, particularly in Upper 
Egypt and girls’ education.

The coalition perceived the need to put 
areas deprived of education within its ac-
tivities and priorities because education is 
the principal component of development 
where there are numerous economic, cul-

tural and social problems. This manifests 
clearly in school drop-out rates, which 
worsens in the villages of Upper Egypt due 
to harsh economic conditions that leads 
to exploiting children in labor to attain 
the financial resources that help in family 
expenses, especially since education no 
longer serves as a financial and social rev-
enue particularly in the case of girls, which 
leads to lack of interest in their education 
because of the predominant culture in vil-
lages that perceive women as objects of 
marriage, while favoring for boys learning 
a craft instead of receiving an educational 
degree.  

Coordination with official and non-official 
sides interested in education, including 
organizations, universities, clubs, schools, 
journalists and cultural programs super-
visors, and paying special focus to areas 
deprived of education, where there is 
more poverty, less development and more 
need was among the most important suc-
cess stories of the Egyptian coalition that 
worked based on the needs of its com-
munities and devoted all of its capabilities 
until now to shed light on the most impor-
tant educational problems that deserve 
governmental and popular attention and 
was able to mobilize all of the local com-
munity sectors in the campaign and inte-
grate them in educational reform efforts in 
the campaign.  

The Egyptian coalition is the only civil body 
that submitted demands and suggestions 
to amends the strategic plan of education 
over the years, assumed a pioneer role in 
directing educational media to highlight 
issues on the educational policies level and 
their link to the political approach, expose 
the danger of these policies on the path 
of the educational product, document 
these demands and observations via the 
Sharm Al-Sheikh memorandum that was 
put forward by the coalition in 2011 as the 
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most important and prominent outputs of 
ACEA that was implemented by Egyptians 
Without Borders with coalition members 
in 10 Egyptian governorates. 

ANHRE activates regional working 
groups to promote right to early child-
hood care and education in Ma’an, 
South of Jordan in 2011-2012.
ANHRE succeeded in activating commit-
tees, that include official institutions and 
civil society organizations, to promote the 
right to early childhood care and education 
in Ma’an, South of Jordan, such that the 
Minister of Education activated “regional 
working groups” that consists of represen-
tatives of educational directorates in the 
three regions (south, central and north), 
in addition to civil society organizations, 
non-governmental international organi-
zations, representatives of the private sec-
tor and representatives of the chambers 
of commerce and industry. All of these 
formed the popular base by forming part-
nerships with civil society organizations 
(3 organizations) and reaching 23 orga-
nizations which are coalition members to 

promote the right of early childhood care 
and education in Ma’an, South of Jordan. 
Efforts were consolidated, parallel to the 
strategy of the Jordanian Kingdom to de-
velop early childhood for the year 2000 
and the national childhood plan for 2004-
2013, in addition to the strategic plan of 
the Ministry of Education for 2010-2014 to 
make the early childhood phase compul-
sory and free by 2013. 

The beginning was in January 2012 when 
ANHRE focused on utilizing various strat-
egies, most importantly building a popu-
lar base strategy by developing partner-
ships with civil society organizations and 
reaching 23 coalition members, which was 
established in the beginning as an initia-
tive to expand and provide quality child-
hood care and education in Ma’an, and the 
strategy of teaching partners to develop 
initiatives from a human rights perspec-
tives, train them in advocacy and planning 
mechanisms and strategies; implementa-
tion, monitoring and evaluation mecha-
nisms; media and social media skills; per-
suasion strategy by conducting scientific 
research on the problem to determine its 
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size, those who are impacted, causes and 
the form it takes; formation of lobbying 
groups strategy on decision makers by in-
fluential personnel, tribe leaders and pa-
tron Al-Sharifa Zain Bint Nasser.

Intensive work and data analysis helped 
the coalition in developing a persuasion 
strategy that focuses on the facts that re-
flect that Ma’an governorate always suf-
fered from a lack of a clear vision for de-
velopmental projects that was separated 
from the education sector. Recruiting allies 
among important ministries will help the 
coalition face a primary obstacle, which is 
the limited capabilities that the ministries 
need to implement national plans, such 
that the coalition focused on common 
goals for all ministries:

•	 Ministry of Education: compulsory and 
free early childhood phase, which is im-
portant and was determines as a goal 
to be achieved by 2013. To achieve this 
goal, resources and coordination by 
other ministries is needed.  

•	 Ministry of Health: meet the health 
and nutrition needs of children. Stud-
ies indicate that 46.6% of the students 
in Jordan suffer from Vitamin A defi-
ciency, with the highest percentage 
in the south (52.6%), also 12.8% of the 
students of the south suffer from ane-
mia. Studies indicate that anemia di-
rectly impacts levels of concentration 
among students, their ability to learn 
and levels of growth. Additionally, dis-
ability percentage on the governorate 
level is 9.2% which is bordering to the 
upper level on the national level. Early 
childhood care may diagnose disabil-
ity and some diseases and in the early 
childhood phase proper support and 
intervention can be provided to ad-
dress the disability and diseases ap-
propriately. 

•	 Ministry of Planning and International 
Cooperation: human resources indica-
tors in Ma’an governorate reflect the 
modest level and quality of life. These 
indicators include the social change 
levels, individual income, unemploy-
ment, and economically active per-
centage, levels of education, illiteracy, 
family care and childhood care. De-
velopment is still directed to the elite 
area and is limited to strategic and 
service-provision projects that some-
times lack a social dimension. We per-
ceive that educational projects should 
be incorporated within the develop-
mental plans and that education and 
investment in childhood is the optimal 
solution to poverty and to enhance 
coherence in building and prospering 
societies.

As a result of the consolidated efforts sig-
nificant decision makers accepted the is-
sue, including the 2011-2012 successive 
Ministers of Education and the demand of 
the campaign was placed on the agenda 
of the Ministry of Education. The regional 
working groups, since their establishment 
in 3 districts within the project of develop-
ing education towards economy knowl-
edge, started exerting various efforts that 
included holding regional meetings with 
the educational directorates to incorpo-
rate in the efforts to expand in the kinder-
gartens, meet the needs of this sector and 
build different partnerships that would 
expand provision of services to kindergar-
tens. All of these efforts supported the de-
mands of the campaign in providing kin-
dergarten services in Ma’an governorate 
and push it in parallel with the Kingdom’s 
strategy to develop early childhood for 
the year 2000 and national plan for child-
hood for the years 2004-2013. Therefore, 
field work groups were able to determine 
a common ground for work between civil 
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society organizations and official institu-
tions interested in education.

Whereas the integrations of the govern-
mental sector and civil society organiza-
tions in the field work groups, the coali-
tion realized they might face opposition 
from private sector kindergartens as the 
coalition is demanding free and compul-
sory childhood education. To face this 
challenge, the coalition demanded the 
government in this phase to support the 
different forms of the kindergarten sector 
to promote the chances of ensuring child-
hood education.

One of the most important outputs of 
the initiative is launching the “Supporting 
Kindergartens 2” project in the number of 
schools in the southern Bedouin schools 
in Ma’an. The project is by the educational 
directorate in Ma’an in partnership with 
the youth group “We’re All Jordan” the kin-
dergarten support fund in the Ministry of 
education as a result of the action of the 
working group. Private and public sector 
organizations were approached to sup-
port the project.

The campaign was also able to build co-
alitions and communication channels to 
ensure consolidation of efforts on the is-
sue, such that coalition members became 
more aware of the existing approach on 
the right, which was not clear before. 

The campaign was able to achieve the fol-
lowing in the field of early childhood care 
and education: 

•	 Conducting an open day for early 
childhood, attended by approximately 
2000 children. 

•	 Strengthen the coalition in early child-
hood care and education to include 23 
community based organizations. 

•	 Establish 4 kindergartens in Ma’an. 

•	 Including the demands of the cam-

paign within the agenda of the Min-
istry of Education that work in paral-
lel with the National Childhood Plan 
for the Years 2004-2013, the Strategy 
of Jordan to Develop Early Childhood 
2000 and the Strategic Plan of the Min-
istry of Education for the Years 2010-
2014.

One of the most important lessons learnt 
is connecting the campaign to health, 
development and nutrition issues to ad-
dress the needs and rights of people and 
persuade them of the demand, in addition 
to connecting the campaign to an interna-
tional, local and regional campaign with 
good resonance and connecting it to the 
millennium development goals and EFA 
goals.

The Early Childhood Care and Education 
Campaign is a Campaign that Highlighted 
an Important Issue in the Society and Re-
sorted Hope for the People in the Region, 
Particularly because it is a Legitimate De-
mand that they have a Right to Demand 
and Follow-Up because it is Related to 
their Children and Future 

The Palestinian Coalition for Education 
succeeds in popular mobilization and 
communication efforts with decision 
makers to reform the education system 
in Palestine in 2012-2013.  
The Palestinian coalition was established 
in 2007, aiming to consolidate the efforts 
of all the educational organizations to 
establish a lobbying body to impact edu-
cational policies, reaching quality educa-
tional outputs, in addition to coordinating 
and networking among effective organi-
zations for the sake of the educational sec-
tor to improve the provided services and 
receive quality outputs.

The efforts of the Palestinian coalition in 
calling for the integration of all commu-
nity, civil, popular and academic activities 
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in cooperation with the Ministry of Educa-
tion is considered a significant achieve-
ment in the work of the coalition within 
its efforts to reform education by taking 
the approach to integrate all sectors to de-
mand the reform of education and reach 
the decision making level within a frame-
work built on a relationship of communi-
cation and cooperation, open frameworks 
for discussion away from confrontation 
and clash to achieve integration and re-
sponsibility within a transparent, partici-
patory and accountable framework.   

The coalition urges the Palestinian gov-
ernment to fulfill its obligations towards 
the EFA goals and enable the Palestinian 
coalition to play an active advocacy and 
lobbying role to enjoy a safe teaching en-
vironment, after initiative led by TCC in 
2012/2013  the coalition announced its 
opinion towards the proposed change of 
the Ministry of Education on the Tawjihi 
system, in which it was not linked to a ho-
listic plan to reform education in Palestine, 
and it has been done without any discus-
sion and cooperation with the Educational 
Civil Institutions and Universities. 

Hence the coalition called upon the Minis-
try of Education to open the discussion on 
the level of organizations and universities 
as an initiative to integrate the society and 
its sectors in the decision making process 
and take their opinion into consideration, 
particularly since the proposed system 
was not discussed thoroughly in the edu-
cational, civil and social media and was 
not linked to a holistic plan to reform edu-
cation in Palestine as an urgent need that 
we need to embark on.

In order to overcome this flaw, a campaign 
was launched to work on achieving the 
largest community and educational par-
ticipation in a new proposed discussion 
for the Tawjihi system. For that purpose a 

number of TV shows on Ma’an TV were or-
ganized, giving room for the participation 
of parents, teachers, academics, civil orga-
nizations and wide popular participation 
in these episodes.

On another hand, the Palestinian Coalition 
held 10 seminars with 3 local universities 
(including 5 branches of one university in 
different governorates) to discuss the new 
system, with the participation of hundreds 
of academics, educators, teachers, parents 
and students; the workshops developed a 
set of recommendations (to be published 
in November 2013 in a special book on the 
finding and outcomes of these seminars). 
These seminars allowed for the political 
participation of Legislative Council mem-
bers, governors and political leaders to 
deepen and elaborate the discussion on 
the new proposed system and determine 
its gaps so that duty bearers shoulder their 
responsibilities toward education in gen-
eral and the proposed system in particular.

It can be said that this effort paid off, as 
it –alongside other factors- pushed the 
Ministry of Education to reconsider the 
proposed system and develop it further to 
take into consideration the findings and 
recommendations of the workshops and 
discussions, where it became apparent 
that the current circumstances are not ap-
propriate to implement the new system, 
in addition to the readiness is not present, 
which prompted the Ministry of Education 
to retreat from implementing the system 
in the 2013/2014 academic year to be con-
sidered and developed further (the sys-
tem) and reform education on the discus-
sion table in the presence of educator and 
decision makers. This came within the con-
text of the decision of the Ministry of Edu-
cation to delete some subjects from the 
Tawjihi examination (administration, tech-
nology and science) as part of the work 
of the Ministry to reconsider the Tawjihi 
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system that has been implemented for 50 
years, on one hand, and commence in in-
vestigating mechanisms to reform educa-
tion, on another hand. 

One of the most important lessons learnt is 
that discussing educational issues not only 
broadens the interest of the local commu-
nity but also strengthens its capabilities to 
demand their right to participate in deci-
sion making and their right in receiving 
good quality education, in addition to rais-
ing their awareness as partners in political 
reform and indecisions that impact their 
lives. This manifested in the Ministry’s in-
vestigation to the law issues by the Hamas 
government in Gaza, the decision of the 
Ministry to delete some Tawjihi subjects 
for the academic year 2013 and the refusal 
of the Prime Minister of this decision, such 
that the civil society (Teacher Creativity 
Center and Educational Coalition) played 
an active role in taking the later decision, 
whether through the participation in the 
national conference that was held to ad-
dress the approach of Hamas in enacting 
a law that lays the foundation for Islamiz-
ing education in the Gaza Strip (complete 
separation between males and females 
and connecting the curriculum to Islamist 
approaches) or the Ministry taking the 
opinion of the coalition into consideration 
in the discussion to delete some subjects, 
such that the assistant deputy of the Min-
ister of Education met and discussed with 
the committee responsible of investigat-
ing the subject in the coalition and the 
Teacher Creativity Center, such that he 
took their opinion and their standing to 
pass the subject later to the Prime Minis-
ter. The coalition also participated in the 
education committee in the Palestinian 
Legislative Council in the discussions that 
went on the subject and the recommen-
dations that emanated from the discus-
sion, in the presence of active educational 

organizations. 

The Sudanese Coalition for Education 
for All (Sudanese Network for Educa-
tion) consolidates its efforts to increase 
funding for education in Sudan. 
The Sudanese coalition is a coalition of 
national Sudanese organizations working 
in the field of education, with the aim of 
consolidating efforts, exchange of experi-
ence and capacity building. The coalition 
was established in 2002 and registered 
with the Humanitarian Relief Commission 
in March 2005, with 36 members. The co-
alition received membership in the Afri-
can Network for Education for All in Dakar, 
Senegal. The coalition works to advocate 
for educational issues via campaigns and 
the media to impact policy and decision 
makers and donors to increase the allo-
cated resources for education to meet the 
current needs and issues.

Stemming from their deep belief in the 
importance of providing quality educa-
tion for all, the Sudanese coalition put the 
issue of funding of education on its prior-
ity list, in light of the importance of fund-
ing education and providing educational 
opportunities for all. Studies indicate that 
funding of education since before 2006 
and until 2010 was at 0.8% of the national 
Sudanese budget. For this reason, the Su-
danese coalition commenced since its es-
tablishment in actively participating in the 
activities and events of the GAW; coalition 
members also ensured the integration of 
decision makers in these activities to em-
phasize the importance of achieving the 
EFA goals, most importantly funding of ed-
ucation. The closing event of the 2005 GAW 
included the participation of the Sudanese  
President, Field Marshal Omar Hassan Al-
Bashir, who emphasized the importance 
of creating a fund to support education 
and increase funding of education, start-
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ing in 2006.

As a result of his participation and commit-
ment to his responsibility the Sudanese 
President issued 6 decisions that would 
serve the achievement of the EFA goals, 
in addition to issuing instructions to all 
Ministries, cultural departments, state in-
stitutions and local institutions to empha-
size receipt of free primary education, the 
findings of the Jomtien and Dakar confer-
ences and the creation of a national fund 
for education for play, presided by the 1st 
deputy of the President of the republic, 
such that the fund has political and execu-
tive support, based on these decisions and 
the continuous efforts of the Sudanese co-
alition the funding of education increased 
by 25% to reach 2.8% at the end of 2010.

These successes encouraged the Suda-
nese coalition to persist in its efforts to in-
crease funding of education. In 2010 and 

concurrently with the GAW, the Sudanese 
coalition conducted a workshop in the 
Parliament on funding of general educa-
tion, under the auspice of the President of 
the National Council and in cooperation 
with the Education and Scientific Research 
Committee in the National Council and 
the Ministry of Education, in coordination 
with Balan Sudan organization, UN agen-
cies and Petronas Company.  

The coalition, in its efforts to shed light 
on funding of education and its attempts 
to put forward creative ideas, focused on 
all obstacles that face achieving the EFA 
goals and particularly funding of educa-
tion, particularly since the Sudanese chil-
dren still suffer from lack of ability to en-
roll in schools due to financial obstacles, 
such that the primary problem manifests 
in high drop-out rates, despite good aca-
demic achievement, because of their fam-
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ily’s inability to shoulder the financial bur-
den of education. 

The coalition focused, in this context, on 
the importance of the financial factor in 
ensuring the educational future of chil-
dren, stemming from the principal of 
social empowerment. In this sense, the 
coalition conducted various activities for 
children and their families in a number 
of target schools in coordination with the 
Sudanese Ministry of Education. The coali-
tion organized a celebratory programme 
titled (Global Financial Day for Children 
and Youth) to draw the attention of deci-
sion makers and stakeholders to the is-
sue and its serious implications, in order 
to take effective and decisive decisions to 
address the issue. The coalition conducted 
training workshops for children and their 
families on means of effective monetary 
saving. 

The efforts of the Sudanese coalition re-
sulted in the commitment of the Minis-
ter of Education in Khartoum via opening 
bank accounts to provide 100 pounds to 
100 exemplary students. The Minister is-
sued a decision to open bank accounts for 
the first 100 exemplary students on the 
level of Khartoum State. 

This experience is considered to be 
among the innovations that can be used 
as a model of creative solutions for gov-
ernments, families and students. It can 
be implemented in countries similar to 
Sudan, where the State’s capabilities are 
scarce and the need of parents for finan-
cial support enhances sending children to 
schools and raising their awareness on the 
importance of investing in a better future 
for children.

The Lebanese Coalition succeeds in 
highlighting main educational issues 
in Lebanon and in Palestinian refugee 
camps.

The Lebanese Coalition for Education for 
All was established in March 2009 upon an 
initiative by the Masqoni project for popu-
lar education, succeeded in shedding light 
on educational issues in Palestinian refu-
gee camps by mobilizing official institu-
tions, non-governmental organizations, 
the different societal sectors in Lebanese 
and Palestinian civil society organizations, 
school principals, students, governmental 
officials, media, teachers’ unions, activists, 
educational stakeholders, beneficiaries of 
illiteracy programmes and popular educa-
tion programs in Lebanon, including rep-
resentatives of Palestinian refugee camps. 
The coalition networked among civil soci-
ety organizations, associations and Arab 
educational organizations to increase 
the academic level in an educational ap-
proach that responds to the developmen-
tal needs of all for a better life. The efforts 
of the Lebanese coalition were directed to 
overcome all political obstacles that face 
developmental efforts in the Palestinian 
refugee camps, which are considered to 
be among the poorest and most marginal-
ized.

The Lebanese coalition ensured since 
its establishment to create interaction 
among its members in all issues pertaining 
to education in Lebanon so that the cam-
paign is more positive and effective on the 
educational reality. The coalition reached 
95 Lebanese and Palestinian organization 
by 2012, that adopted all of the coalition’s 
goals that emanated from the EFA goals; 
coalition members emphasized their com-
mitment, therefore ensuring respect for 
humanitarian values, basic rights that are 
internationally recognized and primarily 
“Right to Knowledge and Compulsory Ed-
ucation for All”; respect for human dignity; 
respect of equal opportunities and non-
discrimination; respect of gender equality; 
respect of children’s rights; preservation of 
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the environment; respect of cultural vari-
ety; respect of peaceful intervention, dia-
logue and conflict resolution; supporting 
democracy, citizenship and modernity; 
and defense of individual and collective 
liberties. The coalition focused on raising 
the awareness on the importance of edu-
cation, implementation of compulsory 
education, expand and improve holistic 
care and education during the first years 
of education that should contribute to 
decreasing the percentage of illiteracy by 
50%, decrease the gap between percent-
ages of boys and girls in primary and sec-
ondary schools and encourage civil soci-
ety movements to implement and achieve 
all EFA goals.

The Lebanese coalition, over subsequent 
years, received care and support from the 
official level, such that numerous activities 
focusing on key educational issues were 
conducted in Lebanon and Palestinian ref-
ugee camps, the importance of integrat-
ing Palestinian identity issues in the pri-
mary educational programs, including its 

history and geography, highlight educa-
tional issues in Palestinian refugee camps 
like drop-out rates, particularly among 
male students who enter the labor force 
due to laws and regulations that limit the 
work opportunities of Palestinian refugees 
in Lebanon. Studies indicate that dropout 
rates are consistently increasing and are 
estimated at 3.22% in 4th grade and reach 
19% by the end of 9th grade; these per-
centages include students that enter the 
labor market or who transfer to vocational 
education schools.

In order to achieve its goals, the Lebanese 
coalition conducted a number of activi-
tiesbetween 2009-2012, most important-
ly: 

Launching ceremony of “One Goal: Educa-
tion for All” 2010 campaign, held in Beirut 
under the auspice of the Lebanese Minis-
ter of Information in the UNESCO, in the 
presence of representatives of Lebanese 
and Palestinian civil society organizations. 
Press conference to launch the 2011 GAW 
in the UNESCO titled “Women’s and Young 
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Women’s Education” under the auspice 
of the Minister of Information Dr. Tariq 
Mitri and with the participation of 60 in-
dividuals representing civil organizations, 
Lebanese coalition members, chairperson 
of journalists syndicate Mr. Mohammad 
Ba’albaqi, Executive Director of ANHRE 
Mrs. Fotouh Younis, a number of coordi-
nators and teachers. The press conference 
is considered an occasion to invite audio, 
visual and print official media to seriously 
follow-up the educational activity of the 
Lebanese coalition with the aim of high-
lighting educational problems that the 
Lebanese people suffer from, in order to 
build the aspired “educational change” for 
a better life for all.

Among the important activities is the ini-
tiative “The Right to Work of Palestinians” 
that was launched on the International 
Labor Day upon the invitation of the Leba-
nese coalition, where thousands of Pal-
estinians and Lebanese in 30/04/2011 to 
demonstrate at the UN ESCWA premises 
in Beirut, with 7000 participants affiliated 
with civil organizations, civil society bod-
ies, syndicates and Palestinian and Leba-
nese political parties. One remarkable as-
pect was the big presence of women from 
in and out of the Palestinian refugees’ 
camps and the presence of Lebanese fem-
inist organizations. The coalition, via this 
campaign, emphasized the importance of 
connecting the right to work to the right 
to education for Palestinians living in Leb-
anon. The demonstrators raised the slo-
gans of the GCE in the GAW, in addition to 
the slogans of the Lebanese coalition.

In addition to numerous popular activities 
and events, including GAW launching and 
concluding ceremonies, workshops and 
interactive theater screenings, with the 
aim of raising the awareness on the GCE, 
its goals and educational issues in Leba-
non.

The most important impact of the activi-
ties of the coalition is transforming the de-
mand for education in Palestinian refugee 
camps to a right and legitimate demand 
and empowerment of representatives of 
the refugee camps in the organizations 
and as individuals to express their prob-
lems and demands, including right to ed-
ucation freely without fearing that these 
demands will be perceived as a threat for 
the sovereignty of the State. 

Yemeni Coalition for Education for All 
adopts democratic foundations to insti-
tutionalize its work to achieve the edu-
cation for all goals.
The Yemeni Coalition for Education for 
All is an independent alliance, consisting 
of various civil organizations, teachers’ 
unions and training centers. The coalition 
was established in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Sana’a confer-
ence of 2009, such that 57 educational 
civil society organizations and the teach-
ers’ unions participated in the establish-
ment of the coalition. The coalition calls 
for access to free, compulsory and quality 
education, eradication of illiteracy among 
elders, reduction of child labor, limit chil-
dren’s school dropout, mobilization of the 
political and educational will, and provide 
new resources to support education.

Since its establishment, the Yemeni coali-
tion faced some difficulties and challeng-
es that manifested in the lack of available 
qualified cadre in the coalition’s areas of 
work, in addition to weak understanding 
of coalition work, busy schedule of coali-
tion members, lack of organized work 
mechanisms among the coalition, weak 
cooperation with official institutions and 
limited abilities and resources. All of these 
challenges formed an obstacle to achiev-
ing the goals of the Yemeni coalition 
that was established to contribute to the 
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achievement of the EFA goals by 2015. 

Stemming from the belief of coalition 
members in the need to achieve the EFA 
goals, in an important and decisive step to 
address these challenges, the general as-
sembly of the Yemeni coalition convened 
on 18/October/2012 to reform and rebuild 
the coalition, integrate new active part-
ners and wider social and civic participa-
tion, institutionalization of the coalition’s 
work will taking into consideration the 
foundations of democracy, restructuring 
the internal system via adopting a good 
governance approach to contribute to 
achieving the EFA goals. The day 18/Octo-
ber/2012 saw the launching of the estab-
lishment conference with 195 individuals 
representing different organizations, as-
sociations, unions and syndicates related 
to education and in the presence of rep-
resentatives of the Ministry of Education 
and Ministry of Social affairs, including the 
deputy Minister of Social Affairs and Work 

and deputy Minister of Education, in addi-
tion to a representative of ACEA. 

The annual report of the coalition was dis-
cussed, in addition to the executive sum-
mary of the financial report of the educa-
tional campaign. The matrix of modified 
bylaws was discussed and adopted, in-
cluding transparent work, facilitate demo-
cratic work and activate communication 
between the coordination council and 
coalition general assembly. Among the 
most important results of the establish-
ment conference of the Yemeni coalition is 
ensure the success of the Yemeni coalition 
for education for all, acquire the support 
of the government, governmental insti-
tutions and non-governmental organiza-
tions, which resulted from consolidation 
among coalition members and joint work 
regardless of differences to reach an ad-
vanced stage of understanding and power 
of communication among employees and 
members, by promoting cooperation in-
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side and outside the coalition and reach-
ing an agreement on working together to 
achieve the aspired goals. This success cul-
minated in the official registration of the 
Yemeni coalition in the GCE and ACEA, in 
addition to official registration in the Min-
istry of Social Development. A board of di-
rectors was elected, comprising 13 differ-
ent organizations, syndicates, unions and 
associations from various governorates 
to lead the coalition that seeks to achieve 
an educational renaissance that contrib-
utes to enhancing holistic developmental 
efforts by adopting a set of quality pro-
grams that advance the status of educa-
tional organizations, provide suggestions 
that seek to develop educational outputs 
quantitatively and qualitatively in Yemen 
and enjoying harmony among the differ-
ent educational stakeholders for the ben-
efit of educational for all.

The restructuring of the Yemeni coalition 
and admitting past weaknesses contrib-
uted to rectifying the journey of the Ye-
meni coalition and advance it as an active 
and democratic social movement to serve 
the EFA goals, where other coalitions are 
inspired by its journey and learn persever-
ance lessons and serious action

Conferences
ACEA, since its establishment, sought to 
mobilize official institutions, international 
organizations and civil society organiza-
tions concerned with education, and so 
has recruited the efforts of its members 
to create a common ground between all 
of these organizations to achieve the EFA 
goals. Among these efforts for this pur-
pose was holding a number of confer-
ences to contribute to the creation of links 
between official and non-official organiza-
tions concerned in education and get the 
necessary support for these organizations 
to achieve its regional and national goals.

Holding special ACEA conferences is an es-
sential component to emphasize the goals 
of the campaign and present its journey, 
including the extent of achievements and 
what is planned to be achieved in the up-
coming years; additionally, holding con-
ferences continuously serves to remind all 
those responsible and interested in their 
commitments, responsibilities and roles 
in the reforming education process. On a 
different level, specialized conferences in 
specific target groups like women, chil-
dren...etc contributed to shedding light on 
these groups and take into consideration 
all obstacles that hinder receiving fair 
chances for good quality education. These 
conferences also pose as an opportunity 
for networking among interested organi-
zations and therefore building of effective 
partnerships that serve all community sec-
tors.

Founding Conference: the first 
education conference “Activat-
ing the Educational Role of the 
Civil Society in the Arab World” 
in Sana’a, Yemen, (April 2009)

Following the vast participation of orga-
nizations concerned with education in 
the GAW in April 2009, whether within 
the already established educational co-
alitions in Palestine and Sudan or within 
emerging coalitions like Jordan, Lebanon, 
Iraq, Egypt, Morocco and Yemen, a confer-
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ence titled “Activating the Role of the Civil 
Society in Education in the Middle East” 
was held and included these coalitions, 
in order to culminate, elaborate and in-
stitutionalize these successes in the Arab 
World. The conference, held between 
25-27/May/2009, was attended by par-
ticipants from  Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Mo-
rocco, Egypt, Sudan, Yemen and Palestine, 
in addition to international participation 
from the International Council for Educa-
tion and Global Campaign for Education 
in Saba’ Hotel in the Yemeni capital Sana’a. 
Exchange of experience, knowledge 
and interests to reach the EFA goals took 
place in the conference; the attendees 
discussed, during the conference, issues 
pertaining to education, most important-
ly: funding of education, the shortage of 
teachers, work circumstances and salaries 
of teachers, girls’ education particularly 
enrollment rates and early marriage, illit-
eracy, students with disabilities and other 
issues. 

In an important and historic step for civil 
society organizations concerned with 
education, the participants agreed to 
commence in the formation of a regional 
coalition to support civil society organi-
zations concerned with education in the 
Arab region. This coalition was named 
“The Arab Campaign for Education for 
All-ACEA”. 

The participants also discussed the role of 
civil society organizations in guaranteeing 
education for all and the practical details 
to create and expand national coalition 
to call for education for all. It was evident 
that there are numerous issues that are 
common to more than one nation with 
regards to education, cultural background 
and challenges that face the activities that 
call for education for all.

This conference witnessed the Sana’a Dec-

laration that called for the importance of 
the formation of an independent, region-
al, non-for-profit Arab coalition that con-
sists of networks, coalitions, non-govern-
mental organizations, community-based 
organizations, teachers’ syndicates and 
unions concerned with education directly 
or indirectly.

To form this Arab coalition that was named 
the Arab Campaign for Education, a prepa-
ratory committee was formed to prepare 
the necessary documents and draft the 
internal bylaws, in addition to working on 
integrating other Arab countries and new 
coalitions to announce the formation of 
this coalition officially.

In an important and historic step for civil 
society organizations concerned with 
education, the participants agreed to 
commence in the formation of a regional 
coalition to support civil society organi-
zations concerned with education in the 
Arab region.
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“Women and Education” Con-
ference- Ramallah, Palestine 
(April 2010)
The “Women and Education” conference 
was held in the Palestinian Red Cres-
cent Society hall in Al-Bireh on the 29th/
April/2010 and under the auspice of the 
Minister of Women’s Affairs, with 80 par-
ticipants from different West Bank gover-
norates. The aim of the conference, as part 
of the activities of the Global Campaign 
for Education, was to raise recommenda-
tions in two fields; the first is the field of 
education with special focus on education 
budgets and their impact on the quality 
of education and the second is the field 
of women with special focus on women’s 
educational issues and their impact on ad-
vancing the status of women to achieve 
just equality in the Palestinian society.

The conference consisted of three main 
sessions; the first session was titled “Edu-
cation Budgets and Gender”, the second 
titled “Women and Development” and the 
third “Women and the Labor Market”.

In the conclusion of the conference a set of 
recommendations was developed, calling 
upon the Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education to amend the educational cur-
ricula; develop vocational education; im-
plement the right to compulsory and free 
school education; review the specializa-
tions offered by universities in accordance 
with the needs of the labor market; cancel 
parallel education in universities; imple-
ment an integrity system in employment; 
adopts budgets that are gender-sensitive; 
and increase education budgets, particu-
larly in developmental programs. A large 
groups of academics, feminist leaders, 
parents, students and representatives of 
concerned organizations working partial-
ly or fully in the fields of women’s rights, 
gender and education participated in the 
conference.

Social Educational Forum- Pal-
estine, (October 2010).

ACEA organized the “World Educational 
Forum” in Palestine between 28-31/Octo-
ber/2010 under the slogan “For a Possible 
Other World”. Education was the main 
focus of the forum, such that it was pro-
vided with a platform for dialogue across 
borders, exchange of practical experience, 
theoretical discussions, discuss ideas on 
the role of education and its economic, 
social and political impact and environ-
mental impact on the local, regional and 
international levels.

The forum aimed to bring together the 
expertise of teachers and workers in the 
field of education on the local, regional 
and international levels, including teach-
ers, students, academics, decision-makers, 
journalists, teachers’ syndicates and other 
activists to work together for mutual en-
richment, learning and exchange of ex-
perience. The forum also aimed to scruti-
nize the set of challenges that face these 
nations in terms of social and educational 
issues and seek to achieve peace and so-
cial justice worldwide and particularly in 
Palestine that desires to exchange experi-
ence in the field of education with the rest 
of the world.

The concept of the World Educational Fo-
rum in Palestine emerged from the need 
for exchange of teaching experience be-
tween Palestine and the world. The forum 
does not aim to be a solidarity initiative 
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in Palestine only but also to employ the 
power of education in bridging the gaps 
between theory and practice as a mecha-
nism that can liberate people from the 
darkness and relative isolation, in addi-
tion to integrating all Palestinian refugees 
that desired to be part of the World Edu-
cational Forum, even if they could not at-
tend because of restrictions on freedom of 
movement.

The forum included several educational, 
social and artistic workshops and activi-
ties in an attempt to consolidate a global 
vision on EFA in a world were justice and 
peace prevail, teachers and educators play 
an effective humanitarian role in world 
stability and wellbeing and ending all 
forms of oppression and injustice that had 
its toll on some people. All of the activities 
were conducted in the Gaza Strip, West 
Bank, Jerusalem, inside the green line, 
Arab countries and rest of the world.

The forum developed a set of recommen-
dations, including promoting internation-
al solidarity with the Palestinian people 
on all levels in terms of the right of return 
and independence; work on expanding 
popular solidarity via international orga-
nizations participating in the forum; lob-
bying governments to take serious steps 
in supporting the Palestinian people in 
the international arena; support UNRWA 
employees and their demands to main-
tain their responsibility in the provision 
of services to refugees and provide sup-
port to reach a solution that guarantees 
their legitimate rights; refuse perceptions 
on Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and a 
land for Jews; refuse apartheid approach 
that limits Palestinians’ basic rights; pro-
vide support for liberty initiatives that 
seek to break the siege on the Gaza Strip 
and condemn the ethnic cleansing policy 
practiced against the Palestinian people in 
Jerusalem by the occupation; encourage 

international and national organizations 
to lobby governments and work on pro-
viding education for all whether they are 
poor or prisoners; allocate higher budgets 
for education concurrently with providing 
good quality education for children in a 
safe and healthy environment; and work 
on effective communication between dif-
ferent non-governmental organizations.

“Towards a Safe School Envi-
ronment” Conference, Jordan 
(May 2011)
Princess Rahma faculty in Al-Balqa’ Uni-
versity in cooperation with Deir Alla sec-
ondary school for girls in the Jordan val-
ley organized a conference titled “Towards 
a Safe School Environment” on the 5th/
May/2011 and in the presence of coalition 
members, Deir Alla director of education, 
members of parliaments, directors of com-
munity based organizations, parents and 
supervisors from different schools, such 
that the number of attendants reached 
approximately 500 individuals.

This conference came within the activities 
of the GAW of the GCE and focused on the 
importance of girls’ education and its con-
nection to religion, the importance of co-
operation between schools and families in 
discussing problems and challenges that 
face girls to limit drop-out rates in the val-
ley area, where girls’ enrollment rates are 
low; models and success stories of women 
in the Jordan valley and the big impact of 
education on their lives were presented.

Discussion between partners and supervi-
sors on the role of the family and school in 
creating a safe learning environment was 
discussed and the solutions that should 
be followed by all parties to limit the prob-
lems that face girls.
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“Women and Educational 
Challenges”, Jenin, Palestine 
(May 2011)
The “Women and Educational Challenges” 
conference was held in the Jenin gover-
norate under the title “Women and Educa-
tional Challenges” on the 5th/May/2011 in 
the presence of feminist organizations in 
Jenin and the educational directorate. 
This conference came within the activi-
ties of the GAW of the GCE and focused 
on women and education to emphasize 
the active role of women in the society, 
attempting to overcome the challenges 
and factors that face women’s completion 
of education and equal participation with 
men in decision making. 
The conference featured stories of women 
who completed their education at later 
stages of their life; teacher Raeda Jara-
dat, who suffers from visual impairment, 
shared her experience in continuing her 
education after losing vision, such that 
she became a teacher in the Noor primary 
school. Feminist and political activist Hitaf 
Al-Zoghbi shared her story in dropping 
out of school due to early marriage and 
completing her education after 20 years. 
Another example is when Muna Kha-
maiseh shared her story in enrolling in the 
university after getting married, widowed 
and shouldering her children’s responsi-
bility. Hanieh Khamaiseh talked about en-
rolling in the illiteracy program at an old 
age. The participants developed a set of 
recommendations as follows:
•	 The need to develop educational poli-

cies that encourage distribution and 
variations in girls’ education and par-
ticularly in higher education. 

•	 The need to give women their role in 
reaching leadership positions based 
on competency and without discrimi-
nation. 

•	 Raise the compulsory stage of educa-
tion from 10th grade to finishing high 
school and raising the age of marriage 
so that girls’ can complete university 
education.

•	 The need for civil organizations to work 
on rehabilitating girls’ who dropped 
out of schools and integrating them in 
the society after training them in some 
professions. 

•	 The need to activate the role of the me-
dia in terms of women’s image by fo-
cusing on women’s competencies and 
abilities, instead of portraying women 
as commodities.  

•	 The need to raise the awareness of 
the society in the presence of illiteracy 
centers and the need for women to en-
roll in these centers.

“The Role of Political Parties in 
Promoting Girl’s and Women’s 
Right to Education” Confer-
ence, Palestine (May 2011).
The Palestinian coalition, in cooperation 
with the Palestinian Non-Governmental 
Organizations Network, organized the 
concluding ceremony of the GAW of the 
GCE on the 8th/May/2011 a conference 
titled “The Role of Political Parties in Pro-
moting Young Women’s and Women’s 
Right to Education.”

The President’s Consultant for Communi-
cations and Technology, members of the 
political bureau of the Palestinian Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, Democrat-
ic Front for the Liberation of Palestinian, 
Popular Struggle Front, Palestinian Lib-
eration Front, Arab Palestinian Liberation 
Front and educational stakeholders par-
ticipated in the conference. 

The majority of the national forces at-
tended the sessions of the conference as 
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a conclusion to the GAW of the GCE that is 
led by the Palestinian coalition each year, 
with the aim of reminding the Palestinian 
government to commit to its obligations 
in achieving quality education in Palestine 
in accordance with the EFA goals, which 
focused this year on promoting girls’ and 
women’s right under the slogan “Yes She 
Can”, where the campaign coincided this 
year with the 100th anniversary of the In-
ternational Women’s Day.

The conference’s sessions presented the 
challenges that face girls’ and women’s 
education in Palestine, in addition to elab-
orating the role of Palestinian national 
movements in enhancing girls’ rights to 
education via presentations given by the 
representatives of national parties that 
focused on their roles in impacting edu-
cational policies, national education and 
social education for their members and al-
lies and women’s status in the structures 
of these movements and parties.  

The sessions of the conference, which 
upheld the slogan “Education… Empow-
erment… Development for Palestinian 
Women as Part of the Liberation and Build-
ing Journey”, focused on the status of girls’ 
education in Palestine, the challenges that 
face girls’ and women’s education in Pal-
estine, the impact of the occupation and 
apartheid wall on girls’ education, status 
of girls’ vocational education in Palestine.  

The conference also addressed the role of 
political parties in girls’ education. There 
was also a presentation titled “The Role 
of Political Parties Between the Past and 
the Present in Social Change and National 
Education.”

The concluding session was titled “The 
Role of National Movements in Promoting 
Girls’ Right to Education, Impact of Policies 
on Children’s Education and the Status of 
Women.” 

The conference enjoyed vast discussion 
on the status of future of girls’ education 
and culminated in the development of a 
set of recommendations, summarized as 
follows:

•	 Vocational Education should be linked 
to the needs of the society. 

•	 There is a large gap between political 
parties and youth movements and we 
should take up mobilization and edu-
cation and build bridges with the com-
munity. 

•	 Consolidate the efforts of civil society 
organizations, the Palestinian Legis-
lative Council and political parties to 
adopt the Palestinian Student’s Fund 
Law. 

•	 Develop a work plan and communi-
cate with political parties to hold mass 
meetings in remote villages and areas 
that focus on the importance of girls’ 
education and the role of political par-
ties in girls’ education with the aim of 
changing the social perceptions on 
women’s education to being a basic 
right.

•	 Linking girls’ and women’s education to 
the labor market and its actual needs. 

•	 Encourage vocational and technical 
education among girls’ in Palestine. 

•	 The need to enhance women’s status 
inside political parties as a primary, 
instead of a secondary component, to 
enjoy equal opportunities with wom-
en in decision making positions.

“Reforming Education in the 
Arab World” Conference- (April 
2013)
In cooperation with the Teacher Creativity 
Center, ANHRE the GCE and with the sup-
port of the Foundation for the Future, DVV 
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International and the GCE, ACEA orga-
nized the “Educational Reform in the Arab 
World” conference from 27-30/April/2013, 
concurrently with the GAW that carried 
the slogan “Every Child needs a Teacher”, 
with vast Arab and international participa-
tion and with the aim of opening dialogue 
doors between organizations working in 
the field of education with regards to EFA 
goals and strategies and mechanisms to 
reform education in the Arab World. 

The conference aimed to create a dialogue 
platform between official educational in-
stitutions in the Arab World on one hand, 
and Arab, regional and international civil 
society organizations on another hand, on 
reforming education in the Arab World, 
EFA goals, strategies and mechanisms.  

The conference was held in the presence 
of representatives of 13 countries world-
wide (Latin America, Northern Ireland, 
Brazil, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, Iraq, Pal-
estine, Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Morocco 
and Tunisia). 

Participation varied and included offi-

cial educational institutions, Ministries 
of Education, civil society organizations 
concerned with education, teachers’ syn-
dicates, academics, university professors, 
teachers, experts and journalists, in addi-
tion to members of alliances in 11 Arab 
countries, where the aim of the conference 
was to create a networking and coordina-
tion mechanism between different bodies 
working in the field of education. 

Agenda of the Conference:
The conference addressed numerous sub-
jects related to reforming education:

•	 Education reform in the Arab World 
journey

•	 Status of Education in the Arab World 
from EFA goals perspective. 

•	 International experiences in reforming 
education. 

•	 Activities on experiences in reforming 
education that focus on the EFA goals, 
particularly early childhood; citizen-
ship, human rights and curricula; girls’ 
education; adult education; education 
for life; and the role of the society in 
monitoring and accountability. 

•	 Curricula and compatibility with the 
aspirations of Arab societies. 

•	 Teachers’ development as a prerequi-
site to reforming education in the Arab 
world. 

•	 Arab spring and reforming education

Recommendations of the conference:
At the end of the conference a set of rec-
ommendations were developed on our as-
pirations for education in the Arab world 
for the next decade, strategies of reform-
ing education in accordance with the as-
pirations of Arab generations that went 
through the last years and are still a popu-
lar movement that seeks, even if indirectly, 
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to advance and reform education as one 
of the most important tools to liberate so-
cieties and achieve justice and equality. 

The recommendations focused on three 
main components as follows: 

Recommendations for Educational Poli-
cies and Legislations:

•	 Availability of accurate data to develop 
legislations that meet the needs. 

•	 Determine a general goal and vision 
for education in the Arab world. 

•	 Review current legislations and acti-
vate the positive components to keep 
pace with international development 
and to guarantee equal opportunities 
and right to education for all.  

•	 Legislations guarantee an effective 
partnership between civil society orga-
nizations, representing student unions, 
teachers’ syndicates, organizations and 
associations without disrupting the re-
sponsibility of the State in providing 
appropriate education. 

•	 State neutrality without intervention 
of the ruling party in the curricula.  

•	 Create a supreme council that includes 
the Ministry of Education, Ministry of 
Higher Education, teachers, experts, 
organizations and students to develop 
educational plans and monitor them, 
so that the State plays a facilitation role 
instead of domineering educational 
policies. 

•	 Enact legislations that encourage the 
formations of syndicates and activat-
ing current ones, in addition to student 
councils in schools and universities. 

•	 Legislations confirm the indepen-
dence of universities and academics, 
and have the right to elect their repre-
sentative to the presidency of universi-
ties and academies. 

•	 Networking between civil society or-
ganizations, student unions and teach-
ers’ syndicates to achieve the aspired 
change. 

•	 Integrate general education and high-
er education and allocate budgets in 
accordance with the number of stu-
dents. 

•	 Focus on legislations on early child-
hood and allocate finances as appro-
priate.

•	 Raise the budget of education and 
determining means of expenditure to 
guarantee equal opportunities for all.  

•	 Enact legislations that guarantee 
teachers’ right to a dignified life in ac-
cordance with their educational role.

Recommendations for Curricula:
•	 Enhance the early reading approach. 

•	 Ensure horizontal integration in study 
material.

•	 Focus on critical and creative thinking 
skills. 

•	 Reduce cognitive focus that promotes 
memorization and indoctrination. 

•	 Focus on learning via projects and re-
search. 

•	 Focus on the Arabic language as a 
mother language and a base for all 
subjects. 

•	 Adopt a participatory approach in the 
development of curricula (civil society 
organizations, educators, parents, stu-
dents and teachers). 

•	 Curriculum compatibility with environ-
mental and social circumstances.  

•	 Use modern technology in learning 
and use activities that promote critical 
thinking and skills. 

•	 Independent financial expenditure re-
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sulting from education and limiting it 
to the Ministry of Education. 

•	 Limit automatic passing that resulted 
in illiterate students. 

•	 Develop curricula based on concepts 
and reduce facts. 

•	 Activate active learning strategies in 
accordance with the circumstances of 
each society. 

•	 Take into consideration that the curri-
cula address and develop citizenship 
values, human rights, women’s edu-
cation and her role, democracy and 
peace. 

•	 Prepare and train students for the pur-
poses of good implementation of the 
curriculum. 

Recommendations for Teachers:
•	 Unify the definition of teachers in the 

Arab world. 

•	 Incorporate the teachers’ syndicate in 
authorizing the practice of the profes-
sion. 

•	 Rehabilitate teachers’ training pro-
grammes. 

•	 Reactivate teachers’ faculties that give 
specialized certificates in methods and 
techniques of education. 

•	 Develop specialized training pro-
grammes for newly appointed teach-
ers. 

•	 Connecting appraisals with teachers’ 
competencies via testing. 

•	 Modify foundations of discipline and 
instructions of success, failure and 
make-up examinations, instead of con-
necting them to numbers and relying 
on academic performance only. 

•	 Connect the profession to practical 
training programs via higher educa-

tion.

•	 Activate social partnership to develop 
the performance of schools as institu-
tions. 

•	 Unify appraisals in the Arab world to 
achieve social justice.  

•	 Determine university enrollment 
grades for educational specializations. 

•	 Continue demanding the improve-
ment of the financial situation of teach-
er via the government, and syndicates 
develop other legal methods to im-
prove the financial status of teachers.

Capacity Building of ACEA 
Members
Strategic planning and advo-
cacy workshop: 

With the aim of building the capacities of 
ACEA members and providing them with 
the necessary skills to build and strength-
en their coalition and develop effective 
strategies that are in line with the needs 
of the States, ACEA conducted a capac-
ity building workshop between 27-30/
March/2011 with funding from the Foun-
dation for the Future. The workshop was 
attended by members of ACEA’s coordi-
nation committee and representatives of 
Arab coalitions in Sudan, Iraq, Jordan, Pal-
estine, Egypt, Morocco, Yemen, Lebanon, 
Tunisia and Algeria. 
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The first days were dedicated to training in 
strategic planning skills and development 
of the ACEA strategic plan, where the ma-
jority of the participants contributed to 
the development of the strategic plan and 
ACEA’s mechanism of action with the help 
of an expert in this field. 

The workshop continued in building the 
capacities of the participants in advocacy, 
coalition management, group work, inter-
nal conflict resolution and planning of the 
2011 GAW with a clear advocacy mission 
and plan.

The results can be summarized as follows: 

1. Give coalitions the chance to review 
their strategic plan and discuss the 
2011 operational plan. 

2. The coalitions developed a 3-year stra-
tegic plan for ACEA with the need to 
review the plan with the remainder 
of their coalition members and send 
appropriate comments and modifica-
tions. 

3. The training workshop was attended 
by new participants from Tunisia and 
Algeria. They were asked to establish 
national coalitions in their countries, 
upon their return. 

4. The participants were given the oppor-
tunity to train on tactics and mecha-
nisms of building alliances and advo-
cacy.

Finally, the participants were asked at the 
end of the training to work seriously on 
achieving the main goals of ACEA in the 
upcoming years, discuss the strategic plan 
with the remainder of the coalition mem-
bers and prepare a 3-year strategic plan 
for their coalitions in accordance with the 
general framework of the strategic plan of 
ACEA. 

Policies:
The coalitions exerted intensive efforts to 
lobby governments in the Arab world to 
improve the quality of education for all, 
the need to work on developing the edu-
cational programs that focus on illiteracy, 
girls’ education and marginalized groups, 
in addition to the issue of funding of ed-
ucation in the Arab world. The campaign 
focused on lobbying non-governmental 
sides in the Arab world, including the pri-
vate sectors, funders and supporters to al-
locate higher budgets to support educa-
tion. Also, Arab coalitions implemented 
advocacy campaigns to lobby decision 
makers to commit to their obligations to-
wards the EFA goals, including increasing 
educational budgets that contribute to 
achieving other goals.

The year 2012 witnessed significant devel-
opment in the work of coalitions and their 
focus on policies by demanding to amend 
or activate them. This is an activation of 
their real role as an active social move-
ment that works to mobilize efforts and 
lobby governments to reform education 
and improve educational budget to guar-
antee social justice and equity. This de-
velopment is significant in increasing the 
demands and the serious work in deter-
mining educational policies and demand-
ing their reform.

One of the most significant outputs of the 
past period on the policy level is the cre-
ation of a national committee to eradicate 
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illiteracy and adult education in Palestine 
in 2009. The committee works on the de-
velopment of national strategies for this 
subject.

The campaign in Palestine in 2010 suc-
ceeded in achieving a slight increase in 
the budget in the social sector (education 
is one of its most important components) 
and in decreasing the local administra-
tive budget to 44%, which used to use 
more than half the national budget (ap-
proximately 54%), and the budget of the 
social sector was increased to 43% of the 
national budget. Additionally, the coali-
tion became a member in the civil soci-
ety team to monitor the transparency of 
national budgets, overseeing the annual 
budgets of the Palestinian Authority and 
reporting to the Prime Minister. The Pal-
estinian coalition increased its national 
demands to the Prime Minister; mainly in 
increasing budgets allocated to education 
(the demands include Legislative Council 
members and civil society organizations). 
A Q&A session with the Palestinian Prime 
Minister was conducted to familiarize him 
with the findings on the Palestinian Au-
thority’s national budget to uphold his re-
sponsibilities and lobby the Prime Minister 
to uphold his responsibilities.

The coalition in Palestine also demanded 
in the 2012 campaign on early childhood 
to determine minimum wages of workers 
in the early childhood sector.

The Jordanian coalition determined a 
number of procedures and measures that 
may be adopted on the societal and na-
tional levels. These procedures may sup-
port education for all, focusing on the 
quality of education, in addition to lob-
bying the government to admit to the 
continuing need to focus on the quality 
of education. The Jordanian coalition de-
manded, in the 2010 funding education 

campaign, the allocation of higher sums 
for education, particularly developmental 
programmes that target the most vulner-
able and marginalized, including nutrition 
programmes. The campaign also issued a 
statement on all media outlets and during 
GAW activities calling for the need to focus 
on the quality of education, particularly 
in the curriculum that is it traditional and 
where the teacher is the main component 
of the learning process. The campaign 
succeeded in lobbying the government to 
improve receipt of appropriate education 
and improve school development pro-
grammes.

The efforts of the Jordanian coalition led to 
lobbying the government and highlight-
ing the subject of educational budgets to 
become a priority for the 2010 national 
budget of the Ministry of Education. A 
study conducted by ANHRE and research-
er Mrs. Khuzama  Al-Rashid indicated that 
10% of the budget and 3% of the gross do-
mestic product is allocated to education, 
such that the majority of the funds cover 
the running cost of schools, without tak-
ing into consideration the developmental 
programs and the  marginalized groups. 
In the 10th/April/2010, the findings of the 
study were published in all newspapers 
for a period of a week.  

ANHRE succeeded in the 2012 early child-
hood campaign in activating committees 
that include official institutions and civil 
society organizations to promote early 
childhood care and education in Ma’an, 
south of Jordan. The Minister of Educa-
tion activated “regional working groups” 
that comprise representatives of educa-
tional directorates (North, Center, South), 
private sector, relief organizations and the 
chamber of commerce and industry; these 
formed a popular based via partnering 
with civil society organizations (3 organi-
zations) and reaching 23 coalition mem-
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bers to promote early childhood care and 
education in Ma’an, south of Jordan.

As a result of the consolidated efforts sig-
nificant decision makers accepted the is-
sue, including the 2011-2012 successive 
Ministers of Education and the demand of 
the campaign was placed on the agenda 
of the Ministry of Education. The regional 
working groups, since their establishment 
in 3 districts within the project of develop-
ing education towards economy knowl-
edge, started exerting various efforts that 
included holding regional meetings with 
the educational directorates to incorpo-
rate in the efforts to expand in the kinder-
gartens, meet the needs of this sector and 
build different partnerships that would 
expand provision of services to kinder-
gartens. The project “Supporting Kinder-
gartens 2” was launched in the number of 
schools in the southern Bedouin schools 
in Ma’an. The project is by the educational 
directorate in Ma’an in partnership with 
the youth group “We’re All Jordan” the kin-
dergarten support fund in the Ministry of 
Education as a result of the action of the 
working group. Private and public sector 
organizations were approached to sup-
port the project.

The campaign also left its mark in Egypt 
when the Egyptian coalition pressured 
the government to increase budgets allo-
cated for education and put this demands 
on the agenda of politicians in 2010. But 
due to the facts that were imposed by 
the Egyptian revolution that manifested 
in the dismantling of the Parliament and 
changing the government, the decision to 
increase educational budgets was not is-
sued. Hence, more pressure was applied 
on governors and Ministers of Education 
in each governorate to create commu-
nication mechanisms when the political 
situation stabilizes. The Egyptian coali-
tion also succeeded in receiving promises 

from the private sector to support initia-
tives and uphold their social responsibil-
ity. Additionally, the readiness of interna-
tional organizations, community based 
organizations and others was enhanced 
to implement effective initiatives, in terms 
of increasing their awareness on available 
resources, regardless of its small quan-
tity, so that networking and coordination 
with other bodies may lead to the aspired 
change.

The Egyptian coalition also succeeded in 
lobbying the government effectively via 
popular participation, media, individuals 
and organizations concerned with educa-
tion, particularly after the Egyptian revolu-
tion that enabled people to open corrup-
tion files relating to education in Aswan 
governorate, where everyone contributed 
to collecting data and announcing it to 
the public during a popular conference 
in the governorate. The conference inte-
grated the media and was attended by 
the Governor of Aswan and the Minister 
of Education. Putting forward the issue of 
corruption embarrassed decision makers 
and particularly the Governor and Minis-
ter of Education, and held them account-
able to the community and the media. The 
conference had significant impact, such 
that the Governor and Minister of Educa-
tion interacted with the coalition on their 
demands to improve the status of teach-
ers and opening corruption cases. The 
Governor of Aswan formed a committee 
to follow-up the demands of the coalition, 
most importantly the corruption cases. 
Following the investigation, the Minister 
of Education was fired and replaced by the 
coalition member from Aswan. The Gov-
ernor of Aswan integrated the coalition in 
future initiatives that seek to reform edu-
cation after the Egyptian revolution. This 
step signifies the acknowledgement of 
the Governor that the coalition is a corner-
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stone in Egyptian activism.  

The Egyptian coalition is the only civil body 
that submitted demands and suggestions 
to amend the strategic plan of education 
over the years, assumed a pioneer role in 
directing educational media to highlight 
issues on the educational policies level and 
their link to the political approach, expose 
the danger of these policies on the path of 
the educational product, document these 
demands and observations via the Sharm 
Al-Sheikh memorandum that was put for-
ward by the coalition in 2011.

In Sudan, the coalition succeeded in im-
pacting decision makers at the highest 
levels, including the Sudanese President, 
Parliamentarians, officials, national coun-
cils and the Ministry of Education, such 
that the coalition succeeded in convincing 
them to adopt the goals of the Sudanese 
coalition. The efforts of the Sudanese co-
alition resulted in the enactment of the 
Free and Compulsory Education Law by 
the Sudanese President, such that the 
right to education became a constitu-
tional right that is guaranteed by the law, 
in addition to integrating it in the national 
law. The Sudanese President also issued a 
decision to create the National Fund for 
the Support of Education; additionally, de-
cision makers issued a law that provides 
for increasing the salaries of teachers. The 
current efforts of the Sudanese coalition 
focus on activating these decisions and in-
creasing budgets allocated to education.

In Yemen, the coalition in 2010 became a 
member of the Yemeni Coalition to Com-
bat Corruption (which focuses on educa-
tion, health, water and social issues); the 
representative of the Yemeni coalition was 
appointed as the assistant to the general 
coordinator of the education sector in 
the coalition to combat corruption, which 
should contribute to advocacy, changing 

policies and laws pertaining to education 
and apply pressure on the government. 
Also, the Yemeni coalition, currently, en-
joys a good relationship with the govern-
ment and some of the coalition members 
are in the national dialogue committee to 
establish the upcoming stage in Yemen.

The Lebanese coalition worked on two 
fronts, with the Lebanese Government 
and the UNRWA, which is responsible for 
education in Palestinian refugee camps. 
The coalition succeeded in establishing 
preliminary communication with decision 
makers, such that the Minister of Informa-
tion became integrated in all of the activi-
ties and events conducted by the coalition. 
One of the most important successes of 
the coalition was the participation of rep-
resentatives of the Education program at 
the UNRWA in the meetings and activities 
of the coalition. Even though the change 
is relatively slow on the level of policies, 
the coalition was able to create a space 
for effective communication among all 
stakeholders, including the UNRWA and 
international Palestinian organizations, 
who are now able to hold the UNRWA ac-
countable to their demands; the openness 
of decision makers increased and they are 
now more prone to take educational is-
sues into consideration.

On the level of coalition efforts in target-
ing and mobilizing political decision mak-
ers, they were able to recruit decision mak-
ers to participate in the different activities 
and express messages to them, forming a 
common ground to integrate official insti-
tutions in the process of reforming educa-
tion and transforming them to an active 
partner that supports the activities of the 
campaign and takes them into consider-
ation seriously. Among the most impor-
tant political participations is the sponsor-
ship of the Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas of the activities of the GAW in a 

68



Harvest report 2009 - 2013

huge central celebration in Ramallah on 
the 25th/April/2009 and the sponsorship 
of Queen Rania of the closing ceremony of 
the GAW in Jordan on the 29th/May/2011, 
in addition the participation of Dr. Mustafa 
Al-Bargouthi, member of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council in the conference held 
on the 14th/April/2010 in the presence of 
a number of Palestinian officials.

The Moroccan coalition enjoyed, in 2013, 
significant responsiveness in the educa-
tional sector that facilitated communica-
tion during the implementation of the 
activities of the campaign; in addition to 
that the subject of the campaign for this 
year was appropriate to the status of edu-
cation in Morocco. The Ministry enacted a 
new law to prepare qualified teachers and 
designated a new name for organizations 
responsible for this: regional centers for 
education and creation professions.

Challenges:
ACEA, since its establishment, faced some 
difficulties that resulted from the stereo-
types towards civil society organizations 
as their cadre is perceived to be limited 
to the elite that are unaware of the practi-
cal needs of the remainder of the societal 
sectors. In addition to sharp and unprofes-
sional competition among organizations, 
particularly in terms of funding; alterna-
tion of authority; lack of clear mechanisms 
and methods to manage coalitions; lim-
ited conflict resolution skills; and weak 
management and development of cam-
paigns that were predominantly media 
campaigns only.

The campaign also faced difficulties as a 
result of the prevalent undemocratic cul-
tures in the majority of the Arab States and 
fear of change that the civil society orga-
nizations seek. Additionally, the establish-
ment and development of the campaign 
coincided with the transition phase that 

was imposed by the Arab Spring, and even 
though civil society organizations did not 
create change, they had to keep pace with 
it, while maintaining their goals.

Coalition work in the Arab world is rela-
tively new and faces many challenges, 
including the individualistic mentality in 
management, lack of transparency, cen-
tralization in decision making and lack of 
inclusive participation for all, in addition 
to ensuring that the work of the coalition 
is not in conflict with these organizations, 
particularly since the main mission of the 
coalition is advocacy and lobbying instead 
of awareness raising or provision of edu-
cational services, as is the case with the 
organizations that are members in the co-
alitions.

In addition to logistical difficulties that 
faced ACEA that manifested in weak fi-
nancial and technical resources and weak 
communication between coalition mem-
bers on the national and regional levels. 
This imposed a challenge on the work of 
the coalition, particularly in light of the 
many past failures in the establishment of 
coalitions and networks and maintaining 
their continuity, alongside the weak edu-
cation research and studies, and absence 
of effective civil society participation in 
policies development.

ACEA’s Strategy in Address-
ing Challenges: 
The difficulties faced by ACEA imposed 
challenges that necessitated the adoption 
of strategies to address them, such that 
ACEA includes 9 coalitions officially reg-
istered from Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Iraq, Egypt, Yemen, Morocco, Sudan and 
Somalia and two Arab regional networks 
(The Arab Network for Civic Education 
(ANHRE) and The Arab Resource Collective 
for the Development of Knowledge). It 
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also works continuously to create commu-
nication mechanisms with decision mak-
ers and find common ground for dialogue 
and coordination with decision makers 
and civil society organizations. The cam-
paign seeks to impact policies in line with 
the government’s strategies and plans to 
develop education in member States, and 
integrate all societal sectors in the cam-
paign, create bridges between them and 
civil society organizations on one hand 
and decision makers on another hand. 

The establishment of a supportive body 
that includes a coordination council, a sec-
retariat and local and regional consultants 
was the cornerstone on the road to build 
strong coalitions with clear terms of refer-
ence. Hence, work on promoting cognitive 
and informative communication among 
campaign members via newsletters, elec-
tronic page and electronic conferences, 
in addition to providing various cognitive 
resources, studies and research on EFA 
via an electronic library and adopting the 
strategy of creating successful models and 
disseminating them. 

The campaign adopted the strategy to 
move slowly towards building strong and 
effective coalitions that are able to impact 
and develop policies. The efforts were con-
solidated towards building the capacities 
of coalitions on campaign management, 
focus on small-scale successes as a begin-
ning to launch such the GAW, in addition 
to supporting these coalitions in the de-
velopment of bylaws that regulate their 
work locally and internationally.

One of the most important strategies of 
the campaign is the alternation of author-
ity in coalitions via a democratic inter-
nal system. Those who are heading the 
campaign are aware of the importance 
of promoting and meeting the needs of 
the members and promote the feeling of 

ownership towards the coalition, while 
also emphasizing that these needs come 
hand-in-hand with the role and goals of 
the coalition in taking an effective role and 
putting the name of the coalition on the 
agenda of effective decision makers. 

Stemming from the approach of moving 
slowly in building the coalitions, the cam-
paign adopted the three circles methodol-
ogy that include the direct close circle of 
directly involved organization in educa-
tion, which are the leaders and effective 
members, the second circle represents 
the organizations that partially work on 
education and they are the participants 
and the third and furthest circle are the 
academics, researchers and supporters 
of education who advocate and promote 
building the capacities of coalition and 
strengthening their internal structures. 
The campaign seeks to connect these co-
alitions with funding resources to imple-
ment their basic needs in the campaign’s 
activities, in addition to opening space for 
the coalitions to participate in regional 
and international events and connecting 
them with the global movement.

The campaign works on encouraging and 
activating the democratic work of the co-
alitions, based on transparency and integ-
rity within the internal bylaws that take 
into consideration these principles acti-
vates alternation of authority and guaran-
tees effective participation of all coalition 
members.

Studies
Within the efforts of the Arab Campaign 
for Education for All, the coalitions had 
been encouraged to conduct studies on 
issues related to education. Following are 
some of the most important studies ac-
complished by the coalitions:
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Study on analyzing Jordanian 
education budget for 2010.
The Arab Network for Civic Education-
ANHRE and the researcher Mrs. Khuzama 
Al Rashid conducted a study on budget 
analysis for education in Jordan on March 
2, 2010. The study included analytical data 
about expenditure on education in Jordan 
as stated in the general budget for the year 
2010, which included capital expenditures 
by programs and projects as planned by 
the Ministry of Education. 

The study aimed to define the general vi-
sion of the Jordanian National Education 
Coalition for the “Education for All”, which 
is to remind the government of their in-
ternational obligations through making 
spending on education a priority and in-
creasing the local resources to be allocat-
ed for education under the slogan “Educa-
tion is the Key to Rights.”

The study relied on capital expenditures 
by programs and projects of the Ministry 
of Education for the years 2008-2012, and 
on the study of the proportion of spend-
ing allocated to the  Ministry of Educa-
tion from the GDP in 2010, in addition to 
the report on the allocation of the interim 
General Budget Law of the Ministry of Ed-
ucation for the year 2010, and the study of 
the allocation for the Ministry of Education 
from the total public expenditure in 2009 
, as well as the statistics of the Ministry of 
Education on the number of students in 
the Kingdom for the year 2009-2010, the 
global Monitoring Report of the United 
Nations for Education Science and Culture 
Organization 2010, on Education for All 
“Reaching the Marginalized”, the Arab Hu-
man Development Report 2009, and final-
ly the report of the human rights situation 
in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and 
The National Center for Human Rights, 
2009. 

The results of the study were launched to 
the media on April 20 through all the daily 
newspapers, where figures showed that 
there is a decline in government revenues 
and a reduction of spending on education 
from the GDP from 4.3% in 2008 to 3.7% 
in 2009 to 3.2% in 2010. It also showed 
that there is a reduction in budget for edu-
cational running cost expenses for 2010 
amounting to 28,955,100 JD (Jordanian 
dinar) compared to 2009, and a reduction 
in capital expenditures for the year 2010 of 
50,367,300 JD compared to 2009, despite 
the increase in the number of students 
from 2009 to 2010, which reached 401.793 
students. It also showed a clear reduction 
in the Ministry of Education expenditures 
budget, where the total estimated expen-
diture of the Ministry of Education, repre-
sented 10.17% of the total public expen-
diture.

The study also showed the challenges fac-
ing education funding in Jordan being the 
most important:

1. Poverty, which has been determined 
on an average of 13 from 73 areas of 
extreme poverty pockets that are 
mostly, concentrated in Bedouin com-
munities, which are characterized by 
chronic poverty and illiteracy.

2. Parents bearing the hidden costs of 
education, which puts pressure on the 
family budget.

3. Low participation in the decision-mak-
ing processes concerning important 
educational issues.

4. Shortage in the number of male teach-
ers.

5. Low level of teachers’ salaries.
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Two research studies in Leba-
non on basic problems fac-
ing education and the factors 
affecting education from a 
popular education perspective 
among the Palestinian refu-
gees in Lebanon. 
The Lebanese Coalition presented two re-
search papers on education in Lebanon; 
where the first paper was titled “Funda-
mental Dilemmas of Education”, and the 
second one, “Reflections on Some of the 
Factors Related to Educational Issues in 
the Palestinian Refugee Society in Leba-
non from the Perspective of Popular Edu-
cation and Some Ideas about Strategies”. 
The work presented in these research 
papers is considered to be an important 
step taken by the Lebanese Coalition to 
provide data and analysis on education in 
Lebanon, as there was a lack of official sta-
tistics on education before the formation 
of the Lebanese Coalition, and due to that 
fact that the development institutions did 
not give priority to education issues.

These papers were presented during the 
launch of the Global Campaign for Educa-
tion in Lebanon, in the 23rd. of April, 2010, 
that was attended by decision-makers, 
media, and civil society organizations. 
These documents highlighted the impact 
of the financial crisis on the education sys-
tem after 20 years of the war in Lebanon.

A detailed analysis of the education sys-
tem in Lebanon was presented from two 
perspectives: the school environment and 
the external environment, as follows:

First: External Environment
1. Actual rates of illiteracy: the percent-

age of illiteracy in Lebanon is 30%, as 
a result of the failure to apply the law 
of compulsory education, and lack of 

awareness and interest in education, 
at both formal and community levels.

2. Marginalization of women and the 
impact this on education: many stud-
ies indicate that the ratio of women to 
men in Lebanon is 6:1, due to immigra-
tion and war. Yet two-thirds of the illit-
erate are female, and women continue 
to be marginalized by some ethnic/
sectarian parties, especially in rural ar-
eas where women still suffer from mar-
ginalization and don’t have an active 
role in education and in society.

3. Civil and external wars: The ongoing 
cycle of violence in Lebanon, led the 
developmental, governmental and so-
cietal efforts to focus on survival rather 
than on education, as the cycle of in-
ternal and external violence aggravat-
ed the situation and hindered the proj-
ects intended for education reforms.

Second: School Environment
1. School dropout: dropout rates reached 

nearly 50% in primary and basic 
schools in most parts of Lebanon.

2. Poverty and child labor: the unemploy-
ment rate in Lebanon is between 15-
40%, which has compelled many fami-
lies to recourse to child labor in order 
to survive, and this is associated with 
high dropout rates.

3. Unqualified teachers: An insufficient 
budget allocation for public schools 
is linked with the employment of un-
qualified teachers with low salaries.

4. Inadequate school facilities: insuffi-
cient, unsafe and uncomfortable facili-
ties in most schools, does not encour-
age students to go to school.

5. Compulsory education law is not ap-
plied, and the main reason for that is 
negligence and lack of interest from 
the government, giving as a result a 
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low rate of enrollment in school.

6. Unqualified school principals: most 
principals concentrate their efforts in 
administrative and financial matters.

7. Absence of educational philosophies: 
lack of adopting educational philoso-
phies and the impact of that on the 
curriculum, is one of the main factors 
nurturing the educational crisis in Leb-
anon. There is a trend in the schools 
to the neglect education, history and 
civics, and replace them with a wide 
range of new topics.

8. Weakness of motivation among stu-
dents: students are aware of the efforts 
and costs necessary to acquire an ad-
vanced educational degree, and that 
this, most probably is not going to pro-
vide them with a good job and a de-
cent salary.

Education Problems of the Palestin-
ians in Lebanon:
Most Palestinian refugees residing in Leb-
anon since 1967 are officially forbidden 
to join the Lebanese public schools. Thus, 
there are approximately 400,000 Palestin-
ians living in refugee camps, which are 
suffering from poverty, marginalization, 
lack of school buildings, and deterioration 
of the quality of education. These factors 
have resulted in high school dropout rates 
reaching more than 50% among Palestin-
ian refugees.

UNRWA provides primary and second-
ary education for Palestinian refugees in 
these camps through 74 schools with very 
overcrowded classrooms, with an average 
of 55 students per class. Parents are not al-
lowed to monitor or to participate in these 
schools. Moreover, some factors, such as 
war and lack of investment in education 
led to a high rate of illiteracy among the 
Palestinians reaching to 48%.

Reasons for the Low Level of Educa-
tion in UNRWA Schools:
•	 Deterioration of the socio-economic 

situation.

•	 Lack of school buildings, and poor in-
frastructure.

•	 Deterioration of curriculum quality.

•	 Lack of modern technology to keep up 
with global standards of education for 
the 21st. century.

•	 Ineffectiveness of schools administra-
tion.

•	 Lack of preparation and training pro-
grams for teachers.

•	 Loss of hope and motivation among 
youth.

Two research studies in Moroc-
co on reforming the Moroccan 
educational system during the 
last two decades.
The Moroccan Coalition presented two 
papers that created the basis for the co-
alition’s work in Morocco. The first paper 
discussed the establishment of the coali-
tion in Morocco and advocated for the 
public schools conditions. This paper was 
of particular importance as it highlighted 
numbers and statistics about education 
in Morocco, and the establishment of the 
Moroccan Coalition aiming to activate the 
National Charter for Education and Train-
ing, as part of the government program 
to reform the educational system that has 
been developed in order to improve the 
conditions of schools. The second paper 
of the Moroccan Coalition has discussed 
the education reform over the past two 
decades.
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A research study on “Educa-
tion for All: Legislations and 
Reality in Egypt” with the slo-
gan “One Goal- Education for 
All- Fund it Now”
The Egyptian Coalition conducted a study 
on “Education for All: Legislations and 
Egyptian Reality” where the study conclud-
ed that the educational system in Egypt, 
which is the largest education system in 
the Middle East and North Africa, includ-
ing approximately 20.4 million students, is 
facing two major challenges: weakness of 
the quality of educational process, and the 
limited budget allocated for education.

Extreme centralization which is a charac-
teristic of the Egyptian regime, and control 
of all the factors of the educational pro-
cess by the Ministry of Education, starting 
from policy-making and development of 
strategic plans to implementation of these 
plans, created a fundamental problem in 
Egypt. This study has shown that without 
any doubt the actual traditional indoctri-
nated pedagogic educational process is 
a major obstacle for the improvement of 
the educational standards in Egypt. But 
the most serious problem of education in 
Egypt is the educational budget which is 
under the responsibility of the public trea-
sury, and never has been –even in its high-
est percentage- more than about 14% of 
the total national income of Egypt, in ad-
dition to the fact that this percentage is 
consumed by salaries and bonuses for the 
administrative apparatus of the Ministry 
of Education, because these items reach 
80% of this percentage, meaning that ex-
penditures for the educational process it-
self does not exceed 2% of the total state 
budget.

The total general spending (government, 
civil and private) on education in Egypt 

for the academic year 2007/2008 had a 
growth rate of 21% from previous year, and 
this is the largest increase during the past 
three years. However, the government re-
sources allocated to education have de-
creased over the past years, as the gov-
ernment spending decreased from 17% 
in 1999/2000 to nearly 16% in 2004/2005, 
then to 12.5% in 2006/2007 and then to 
less than 12% in 2007/2008.  In addition to 
that, the actual increase in general spend-
ing (government, civil and private) on Ed-
ucation during the 2007/2008 is less than 
it seems, especially if we take into consid-
eration the increase in the number of stu-
dents and the high rate of inflation (about 
11.7 in 2007/2008). In other words, there is 
a decrease in the average expenditure on 
education per student in the current situ-
ation. As a result, also the rate of spending 
in relation with the GDP decreased from 
5.3% in 1999/2000 to about 3.7% during 
2008/2007.

One of the chronic problems in Egypt is 
the condition of the educational buildings 
and its small number compared to the 
numbers of students, which causes a high 
density of students in the classrooms, and 
therefore reduces the possibility of rely-
ing on modern teaching and educational 
methods, because of the big number of 
students in the classroom, low salaries 
paid to teachers and limited access to 
modern technology.

Research study titled “Improv-
ing the Quality of Education in 
Palestine as a Governmental 
Expenditure Priority”
The Palestinian Coalition conducted a re-
search study on the impact of government 
expenditure on education, through the 
analysis of the public budgets in relation 
to the budgets allocated to education in 
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the Arab world, as well as the relationship 
between these budgets and the right to 
Education for All, and its role in increasing 
the level of education for women and mar-
ginalized groups.

The study indicated that the proportion of 
government spending from the general 
budget to the education sector amounted 
to 19.4% of total public expenditure. The 
proportion increased from 15% in 2000 to 
17.9% in 2003 and to 18.7% in 2008 and to 
19.4% in 2009. In other words, the increase 
in the proportion of education spending 
from the general budget since 2003 to 
2009 did not exceed 1.4% for any of these 
years. The study also showed that 68% of 
government spending on education goes 
to salaries and wages, and 5% for operat-
ing expenses such as electricity, water, 
rent and others. Thus, the expenditure for 
development does not exceed 14% of the 
total government spending on education.

The study also concluded that the ratio 
of salaries and wages for the staff of the 
education sector constitutes 27.3% of the 
total salaries and wages of the staff of the 
Palestinian National Authority, while the 
salaries and wages of the Palestinian Au-
thority employees constitute 48.4% of the 
total public spending. Moreover, the to-
tal operating expenditures constitute the 
largest percentage of the total govern-
ment spending which is 81.5%, while de-
velopment and capital expenditure is only 
a proportion of 18.5%.

Study on the status of educa-
tion in Iraq 2010 
Education in Iraq is still facing significant 
difficulties in its advancement due to lack 
of interest from the responsible authori-
ties, especially the Ministry of Education, 
which bear the largest burden in the pro-
cess of promoting education through the 

allocation of sufficient funds in order to se-
cure the educational requirements in Iraq.  
Although the Iraqi government seeks to 
secure the education requirements, the 
existing constraints and obstacles im-
posed from the executive institutions, 
has hindered the provision of proper in-
frastructure and the advancement of the 
schools in accordance with the evolution 
that is taking place in the world compared 
to what exists in Iraq.

According to assertions of the Committee 
of Education in the province of Baghdad, 
only 1% has been allocated for education 
from the general budget of Iraq which 
amounts to 80 billion dollar, having as a re-
sult a very low status of education, due to 
the absence of interest in the construction 
and development.  Education in Iraq needs 
to be revitalized, through serious efforts 
from the government and everyone’s help 
in order to allocate a percentage not less 
than 18% from the general budget for edu-
cation.  In Baghdad, there is a need to build 
3000 schools in order to avoid overcrowd-
ed classes, as in some areas the number of 
students per class reaches 170 students, 
and this is a big problem as well as the 
problem of recruitment and curriculum.

Moreover, the reality of education is very 
bad in 2008 and 2009, where there are 
more than 78,000 dropouts and more than 
44,000 students who didn’t succeeded to 
pass their baccalaureate exams, and the 
number of illiterates reached 2.5 million 
people in Baghdad alone.

Rates of Enrollment of Students in 
Schools:
The Ministry of Education confirmed that 
the most affected Iraqi provinces are Thee 
Qar, Salahuddin and Diala, where more 
than 70% of elementary school buildings 
are either totally lacking sources of water, 
or their water network is not working. But 
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on the other hand, and despite of all the 
difficulties, the total school enrollment 
rate increased significantly during the aca-
demic year 2003/2004. But the survey also 
showed that the available number of ap-
propriate school buildings, is insufficient 
to keep up with the increasing demand for 
education.

Although there are actually more than 
14,000 elementary schools in Iraq, the 
number of available school buildings ac-
tually is 11,368 only, and about 2,700 of 
these schools need to go through a com-
prehensive process of reform and reha-
bilitation. In addition to that, more than 
700 elementary schools –a third of these 
schools in Baghdad- were damaged due 
to shelling, and more than 200 schools 
were burned.

Low Enrollment of Girls:
This study that was conducted by the 
Iraqi Ministry of Education with support 
from UNICEF, collected data on students, 
teachers, and the conditions and status 
of the premises of kindergartens, primary 
and secondary schools, and adolescents 
schools (alternative), in addition to profes-
sional schools and institutes of higher ed-
ucation in Iraq. The study covered 20,000 
schools and institutes.

The study showed that among 4.3 mil-
lion children enrolled in primary schools 
in Iraq, there are 2.4 million boys and 1.9 
million girls, which is a similar proportion 
to that before the war on Iraq.  Girls’ enroll-
ment was lower than boys’ enrollment in 
every grade and in every province. In Wa-
set province, the percentage of girls’ enroll-
ment was only 39% of the total number of 
students enrolled. The highest enrollment 
of girls was registered in the provinces of 
Baghdad and Sulaimaniya, reaching more 
than 46% of the total students enrolled.

Overcrowded classes, lack of security, lack 

of drinking water and sanitary facilities 
in schools are considered to be the three 
main reasons for the low enrollment rate 
of girls, in addition to fear caused by shell-
ing and bombing, and kidnapping.

The Role of Civil Society:
Recently, civil society in Iraq turned its at-
tention towards the improvement of the 
status of education in Iraq, where a plan 
has been drawn in order to fight illiteracy, 
and the first step will be in the province 
of Baghdad through the opening of 400 
schools for literacy that will be targeting 
adults as well as young people. This has 
been organized for a period a three years 
and in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Education.  The routine (bureaucracy) of 
the supporting government institutions 
represented the major obstacle facing 
the civil society organizations, taking into 
consideration the fact that the campaign 
is aimed at targeting the largest possible 
number of people in order to eliminate il-
literacy within five years in the Iraqi capi-
tal, and then in the rest of the provinces.

Study on the status of educa-
tion in Yemen 2010.
The study in Yemen showed that public 
education is facing two types of pressure: 
quantitative pressure associated with the 
increase in population growth, and quali-
tative pressure associated with poor qual-
ity of education. Where the study pointed 
out that inadequate funding for education 
has led to the creation of weak programs, 
high rates of illiteracy (especially among 
the group age 6-14 years that still are out 
of school), high dropout rates for primary 
schools (especially females), and limited 
programs of teaching reading and writing 
for adults in rural and remote areas. This 
situation has been associated with sev-
eral factors, including: low budget alloca-

76



Harvest report 2009 - 2013

tions, low wages for the literacy program, 
the emergence of a need for additional 
centers and qualified teachers, and lack 
of awareness-raising campaigns for the 
community, or through media, to clarify 
the facts about illiteracy and its impact on 
society.

The study referred to a government report 
that showed that the illiteracy rate is still 
high and is estimated at approximately 
47.2% (25.7% in urban areas and 54% in 
rural areas). Taking into account that the 
rural population accounts for 74% of the 
total population, where the number of 
students in public education (primary and 
secondary) in rural areas in 1547 thousand 
students in 2008/2009, compared to 3361 
thousand students in urban areas (i.e, 
by 2:1), despite the increase in the num-
ber of schools in rural areas to become 
13,575 schools in 2009, compared to 2,086 
schools in the urban areas.

The high dropout rates led to the aggra-
vation of illiteracy in Yemen, and this is a 
complex problem that impedes the pro-
cess of economic and social development, 
and is associated with many economic, 
social and educational issues. Gender indi-
cators highlighted additional challenges, 
and the need for extensive reform efforts 
to achieve justice (given that half of the 
populations are women).

The study showed that the rates of spend-
ing on education from the total general 
expenditure in Yemen has witnessed large 
fluctuations and has been characterized 
by instability during the years 2006-2010, 
reaching its lowest level in 2008 with a 
percentage of 13%, and its highest level 
in 2010, reaching 17.7% of the total pub-
lic expenditure. This increase in spending 
came as a result in the increase of the ac-
tual expenditure on salaries and wages to 
compensate the employees of the educa-

tion sector for higher cost of living, and as 
a result of the restructuring of wages and 
salaries.

Spending on education and training has 
witnessed a decline, reaching between 
2003 and 2008, an average of 5.7% of the 
GDP, 5.3% in 2009, and 4.9% in 2010. This 
involves a significant challenge on how to 
stop the deterioration in education bud-
gets and how to increase the education 
share from the GDP. 

Study on early childhood care 
and education in Ma’an gover-
norate, Jordan 2012. 
The Arab Network for Civic Education in 
cooperation with the researcher Khuza-
ma Al Rashid conducted a study on early 
childhood care and education in the gov-
ernorate of Ma’an in southern Jordan that 
includes four areas of poverty pockets (Al 
Huseiniya, Al Jaffer district, Athrah district, 
and Al Marigha district). The study indi-
cates that the Ma’an Governorate devel-
opmental efforts are stumbled and suffer 
from lack of a clear vision.  This is directly 
and indirectly related to the actual status 
of education and the acquisition of knowl-
edge. In the frontline there are high rates 
of illiteracy particularly among women, 
dropout from public education, the qual-
ity of higher education, and wideness and 
diversity of its horizontal base. There is a 
gap between the governorate level and 
the national level in education, whereas 
the overall rate of enrollment in the edu-
cational institutions reached (47.6%) for 
females and (47.2%) for males, which in-
dicates that half of the society at the age 
of 6 years and higher are enrolled in the 
schools, and this refers to focus that ob-
struct social changes in its economic and 
cultural dimensions.

According to international estimates, the 
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proportion of persons with disability in 
Jordan is between 6% - 10%. In regard 
to the statistics on disabilities in the gov-
ernorate of Ma’an, the estimate is 9.2%, 
which is close to the upper limit of the 
estimates at the national level. The pos-
sible causes of disabilities are congenital 
71.6%, external causes (environmental) 
20.3%, and to consanguineous marriages 
4.3%. The study also demonstrated that 
the civil society institutions in the gover-
norate of Ma’an play a weak role, although 
there are 83 civil institutions, including 
48 charitable organizations, 8 communi-
ty and cultural forums,  18 youth clubs, 8 
branches of trade unions and professional 
associations, and a branch of one political 
party. Concerning the status of education 
in the province, the study has shown sta-
tistics of the Ministry of Education in 2012 
indicating that the number of schools in 
the governorate of Ma’an is183 schools 
and the number of kindergarten rooms 
is 84. The education sector in Ma’an faces 
two main constraints, one is education “in 
pool”, meaning that students of two differ-
ent grades are gathered in the same class-
room, and the teachers lack the necessary 
skills to manage this type of education, 
and the direct costs of education, which 
represent the major factor affecting the in-
crease in high dropout rates and low level 
of enrollment.

The study pointed to a number of chal-
lenges facing the sector of kindergarten 
education, where expenditure on the 
early childhood sector is less than 1% of 
the total expenditure in the Ministry of 
Education for all programs, while the mini-
mal target of the early childhood budget 
requires not less than 10% of the educa-
tion budget. In addition to that, the enroll-
ment ratio in kindergartens in rural and 
poor areas is still low reaching only to 30% 
in 2009 according to a report by the gen-

eral budget department. The study also 
addressed the lack of readiness of children 
to schools as a result of the lack of sup-
port and care in early childhood, in addi-
tion to the lack of readiness of schools for 
children, as the number of kindergartens 
properly prepared is only 833 according to 
a report of the Ministry of Education. Ref-
erence also was made to the study “Evalu-
ation of the School Feeding Program for 
Students in the Public Schools in 2010”, 
conducted by the Hashemite Royal Bu-
reau, which showed that 85% of students 
eat their meal either completely or part of 
it to take the remaining home. In addition 
to all these challenges, the existence of 
physical, social, economic and other bar-
riers prevent access to services that are of-
fered for young children, in addition to the 
lack of appropriate and sufficient facilities 
and equipment in the kindergartens that 
are relevant for young children, including  
well equipped playgrounds and closed 
the courts are well-equipped spaces.

Based on current available plans at the 
national level, the study included a pack-
age of recommendations through the pre-
sentation of plans and initiatives that are 
necessary to improve the status of early 
childhood. Among the most important 
recommendations, there is the creation of 
coalitions, to demand that kindergarten 
be mandatory for children in all the zones 
of  extreme poverty, to provide training for 
kindergarten teachers concerning mod-
ern methods of education, in addition to 
involving the community in the process of 
lobbying and promoting the importance 
of early education, especially about its im-
portance for the development of children 
and the empowerment of households 
headed by women that work on regular 
basis or in official positions, through the 
provision of a specialized care place for 
children.  Also, to work with government 
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agencies to improve services directed to 
kindergartens specifically in zones of ex-
treme poverty, networking with organiza-
tions that work in the field of infrastruc-
ture development, work with the Ministry 
of Education to determine independent 
allocations for the maintenance of kin-
dergartens, to allocate more resources 
from the educational budget for care and 
education in early childhood (at least 8%), 
and strengthening of budget analysis and 
monitoring concerning care and educa-
tion in early childhood. In addition to that 
seeking to ensure that there is a policy for 
early childhood under the responsibility of 
an entity that is responsible for the servic-
es that are offered for young children, and 
should preferably be the Ministry of Edu-
cation.  Moreover, the need for integration 
of children with disabilities in compre-
hensive programs for care and education 
in early childhood, that should be given 
the necessary attention. Finally, the need 
for improving the conditions of service for 
teachers, caregivers and other profession-
als working in the field of care and educa-
tion in early childhood.

Working Paper by the Moroc-
can Coalition titled: “Reform-
ing the Educational System in 
Morocco: Obstacles and Ur-
gency”
Among the activities implemented by 
the Moroccan Coalition, a working paper 
titled “Reforming the Educational System 
in Morocco: Obstacles and Urgency” was 
prepared. This paper is about the status 
of education in the context of the reform 
program of the Educational Organization 
in Morocco and the National Charter for 
Education and Training within the launch 
of an impeded reform program, and an 
emergency program, in order to give new 

impulse to the reform. It was prepared by 
the president of the Moroccan Coalition 
Moroccan Prof. Ahmed Sehoat.

The study emphasized the importance of 
the role played by the educational institu-
tion in any society that aspires to own the 
foretop of science and knowledge, and 
keep side by side on the developments 
that are known to the world in all areas. 
The study also stressed the importance 
of laying solid learning and educational 
foundations capable of consolidating the 
values   of citizenship and human rights, 
and the rejection of all forms of violence, 
discrimination, and selfishness, as well 
as working for the development of criti-
cal consciousness and scientific thinking  
that allow for the development of the 
human personality and makes it able to 
deal with different situations reasonably 
and with logical analysis, not emotionally 
and with prejudice. This makes the issues 
of education and training a central point 
of concern for peoples that are eager to 
build democracy and achieve sustainable 
development, as well as the central point 
of interest for the organizations and insti-
tutions struggling to promote a culture of 
human rights and citizenship education 
in order to bring justice, peace and a col-
lective contribution in development and 
economic prosperity, and in confronting 
the hegemony of neo-liberalism, which is 
seeking to repress vulnerable peoples.

The Most Important Topics Covered in 
the Study:

1. Context of the Reform Program of 
the Educational Organization in Mo-
rocco

The study pointed out the problems of ed-
ucation in Morocco since independence, 
as the first committee that was formed 
upon independence to address the prob-
lems of education in Morocco is the Royal 
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Commission for Education Reform, creat-
ed in 1957. The committee did not come 
out with a clear vision about this matter, 
with the exception of what is well known 
as the four principles (generalization, uni-
fication, arabisation, and morocconiza-
tion of frameworks). Education remained 
the focus of struggle between conflicting 
elites from different political, religious, and 
cultural trends. In the beginning of the 
eighties the educational institution has 
further deteriorated due to the marginal-
ization of the educational sector as a result 
of the State’s subordination to the orien-
tations and approach of the international 
financial institutions and donors, and their 
approach of an austerity policy, known as 
structural adjustment.

2. National Charter for Education and 
Training and Launching of an Im-
peded Reform Program

In view of the worsening crisis of educa-
tion in Morocco, the late King Hasan II 
announced the formation of a National 
Commission for Education Reform to be 
chaired and in charge of designing its fea-
tures by the late Mr. Mezian Balfaqaih. This 
commission has differentiated itself from 
previous ones in the following points:

•	 The number of members was deter-
mined by appointing representatives 
of the political parties represented in 
the parliament, trade unions and as-
sociations, as well as businessmen and 
academics,

•	 Formation of the committee within a 
national context that was character-
ized by loss of confidence in public ed-
ucation, criticism of public schools, and 
an international context marked by the 
launch of the debate about education 
after the Jomtien Conference and the 
subsequent announcement of Dakar,

•	 The issuance of the National Charter 

for Education and Training.

The National Charter has been designed in 
two main sections:

1. The first section secures the basic prin-
ciples, which includes the steady pil-
lars of the state, represented by the 
principles of faith, with an emphasis 
on the diversity of the tributaries of 
the civilizational and cultural heritage 
of the country, and the magnitude of 
its cultural and moral values.

2. The second section contains six areas 
of innovation distributed on ten pillars 
of change. These areas included the 
dissemination of education linking it 
to the economic environment; peda-
gogical organization; heightening 
quality of education and training; hu-
man resources; management and pro-
curement; partnership and funding.

3. Criticism and Predictions of Failure 
of the Project (National Charter)

Despite the prospects opened by the 
Charter in order to embark on the reform 
of the corrupted system, very sharp criti-
cism was made   against its general mea-
sures, as follows:

The Charter came in an international con-
text that was characterized by the an-
nouncement of the failure of national 
programs for education reform, and the 
insistency of the international community 
in urging to rush out the framed principles 
for the Jomtien Symposium in Thailand in 
1990, this accompanied by the ingress of 
the development partners in the world 
(World Bank, IMF, WTO, and imperialism 
forces), in order to demand from the third 
world countries to present credible pro-
grams and schemes, since funding educa-
tion in the third world countries has be-
come a wager of the forces that control 
stakes in the global economy. Other reser-
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vation was that the Charter supported the 
specificity of education and make it as a 
secondary matter, not a right, because the 
Charter indicates that fees for higher and 
secondary studies should be imposed, 
which was considered as a consecration of 
an elitist education, and an increase in the 
differences between learners.

In general, the ambitions of the reform 
program are towards a new and innovated 
Moroccan school, and despite the fact that 
the state has made the issue of education 
reform a priority after unity, the program 
faced many obstacles that precipitated 
the declaration of its failure since the early 
stages, and among those obstacles, the 
Charter was influenced by the slogans 
that have defined the period, which made 
it bear ambitions bigger than the reality. 
The existent traditional social and eco-
nomic structures did not help the reform 
to crystallize. The actual status of the edu-
cational institution stayed away from the 
substance of the reform discourse, due to 
poor communication and mobilization.  
Resistance in front of any innovation to 
the National Education frameworks, fail-
ure to provide the necessary tools and fi-
nancial means for the reform, and the im-
pact of voluntary departure, and voidance 
of human resources and expertise of the 
education sector.

4. Emergency Program to Give New 
Impulse to the Reform 

The Ministry of National Education an-
nounced during the month of June of the 
year 2008 new steps to reform the educa-
tional system; these steps have been given 
the name of emergency program.

Due to the evaluation done to the path 
followed by the reform, it appears that 
there is a need to exercise more efforts in 
order to complete the reform and give it a 
new impulse, and this matter has become 

urgent and imperative after the issuance 
of the sixth report of the World Bank for 
the year 2007, which has been named the 
“road traveled” because it clearly depicted 
the obstacles to education reform in Mo-
rocco.

During King Mohammed VI inaugural 
speech in Parliament on October 12, he 
called for an emergency program to accel-
erate the pace of reform during the next 
four years. In the context of the issuance 
by the Higher Council for Education in 
2008, of the annual report on the Moroc-
can school and prospects, which is an im-
portant document and reference that re-
vealed the status of the reform, comes the 
program or the emergency plan to com-
plete the reform process, based always on 
the reference document (National Charter 
for Education and Training), with the adop-
tion of a new and ambitious methodology, 
as the scheme was characterized in terms 
of form to be a program set in its smallest 
details, the projects and action plans have 
been identified, as well as scheduling and 
resources to be mobilized.

The time limit for the program has been 
decided to be between 2009 and 2012, 
but there are projects that are given more 
time, despite the dynamic created by the 
emergency program as a result of the pos-
sibilities that have been allocated for it. 
Implementation of the program has wit-
nessed a range of difficulties including:

•	 Notable weakness in human resources 
as a result of voluntary departure, both 
at the level of educational administra-
tion or inspection and teaching.staff.

•	 State direct employment of teachers to 
solve the problem of unemployed de-
gree holders.

•	 Multiplicity of projects and the difficul-
ties to complete them by untrained 
staff.
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•	 The projects of the program relying 
on specialized study offices, that do 
not take into account the level of the 
educational staff in the management 
of projects depending on the informa-
tion, and having these projects being 
formulated in French.

•	 Exclusion of a number of staff members 
for different reasons from supervising 
projects of the program, and not ben-
efiting from their experience and capa-
bilities, which led to the emergence of 
resentful and critics to this reform. 

With the commencement of the uprisings 
of the Arab Spring, protests in the educa-
tion workforce increased, demanding an 
improvement of their administrative and 
financial positions. Teaching becomes al-
most paralyzed in many of the educational 
institutions all over the country, which al-
most made the school year collapse. The 
new minister of national education tried 
to calm the situation after the election of 
the government led by the Islamist party 
which one of its main objectives was to 
lead Morocco safely out of the crisis being 
experienced by the Arab World. Therefore, 
and in order to ensure pacification the 
Minister of National Education, suddenly 
announced the failure of the reform pro-
gram and the stopping of all projects of 
the emergency program.

With the stopping of the pedagogic work 
in the integration, which was a legitimate 
pedagogy project offered for the first time 
in the history of Moroccan schools, the re-
maining of enthusiasm to reform the sys-
tem of education and training, was elimi-
nated,  especially that the circumstances 
and reasoning that made the Minister of 
National Education take the decision of 
stopping all the reform projects are not 
clear, opening the doors again for impro-
visation and lack of discipline in our edu-

cational institutions, which will have a bad 
effect on the status and future of educa-
tion in the country.

Projects
1. Arab Campaign for Educa-
tion Project 2010 
The Arab Campaign for Education was 
funded by Oxfam Novib for one year start-
ing from April 2010 until March 2011in 
partnership between the Teacher Creativ-
ity Center and the Arab Network for Civic 
Education. The goal of the project was to 
support the establishment and strength-
ening Arab Coalitions for Education in 
Egypt, Morocco, Yemen, Lebanon, and Pal-
estine, and the establishment of the Arab 
Campaign for Education.

The project succeeded in building strong 
coalitions in each of Egypt, Morocco, Ye-
men, Palestine, Jordan, Iraq and Sudan.

The project succeeded in raising commu-
nity awareness and mobilizing approxi-
mately 1,089,740 people, of whom 541,730 
are women, in addition to 362 member 
institutions in education coalitions in the 
targeted countries. The project has mobi-
lized various media as a key component of 
the campaign, and to mobilize civil society 
organizations to put urgent educational 
issues in the foreground, and to highlight 
the impact of popular participation on po-
litical leaders. It also succeeded in formu-
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lating data and demands and to deliver it 
to decision-makers. The members of the 
coalitions have worked in every country 
with the local communities in their respec-
tive countries, in order to mobilize massive 
campaigns and to achieve their demands 
for the right to a decent education, based 
on the results of the reports that talked 
about the status and needs of education, 
and the priorities in these countries.

Effective campaigns had been implement-
ed on the governments of all targeted 
countries for the development of edu-
cation and to meet the demands of pro-
viding a decent education, and provide 
higher allocations for education. The proj-
ect has integrated many of the efforts that 
included all stakeholders such as the pri-
vate sector, civil society, teachers’ unions, 
funders and supporters. Media played 
an important role in the project, where it 
has actively contributed in increasing the 
pressure on governments.

One of the most important outcomes of 
this project is the formation and build-
ing of 8 qualified coalitions that are able 
to continue their work and direct their ef-
forts towards advocacy campaigns and 
pressure in order to serve the goals of 
education for all. The project has helped 
to build the coalitions and have enabled 
its members to work together in order to 
make their voices being heard and their 
demands presented to decision-makers. 
The campaign has very important achieve-
ments in influencing policies and laws, 

and it is expected that in the coming years 
these achievements will be enhanced af-
ter the rehabilitation of these coalitions. 
The establishment of the Arab Campaign 
for Education as a body will keep on sup-
porting these initiatives and coalitions to 
work on the national, regional and inter-
national levels.

2. Civil Society Education Fund 
Project 
The Civil Society Education Fund (CSEF) is 
a global initiative that was formed by the 
Global Campaign for Education in 2009 in 
order to support the core work of the na-
tional coalitions for education so that they 
can engage civil society to fully track the 
progress made by national governments 
and donor groups to work towards achiev-
ing the goals of Education for All.

The Civil Society Education Fund contrib-
utes in activating the role of civil society in 
advancing the international and national 
agendas towards achieving Education for 
All, and the objectives of the national edu-
cation, through the provision of funding 
in the form of grants to coalitions of edu-
cation in civil society, capacity building of 
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coalitions, and to facilitate access to edu-
cation across the country and across the 
regions through civil society networks.

Through the Civil Society Education Fund, 
the coalitions of civil society promote their 
participation in the planning and policies 
formulation for the education sector at the 
national level, build more public aware-
ness and participation in issues of educa-
tion, improve the quality of its research, 
policies, lobbying, and work together in 
different countries and regions to partici-
pate in education and to deal with interna-
tional operations.

The Civil Society Education Fund’s activi-
ties during the year 2012-2013 have result-
ed in the support of the Arab Campaign 
for Education Secretariat to the education 
coalitions of Yemen, Sudan, Somalia and 
Albania as follows:

•	 Strengthen and institutionalize the 
work of the coalitions.

•	 Increase the number, improve the 
quality, and enhance the influence of 
coalitions of education and their poli-
cy participation, their activities in the 
field of advocacy and community mo-
bilization, monitoring the sector, and 
research activities that focuses on pub-
lic policies.

•	 Enhance features of democracy and 
governance structures for coalitions.

•	 Achieve the potential of the global 
grassroots campaigns to express the 
voice of civil society, its interests and 
its contributions in the field of educa-
tion for all.

3. Civil Society Education Fund 2013-
2014 
The Global Campaign for Education re-
ceived funding from the Global Partner-
ship for Education in order to fund about 
50 coalitions for education in civil society, 

and four regional networks through the 
Civil Society Education Fund until the end 
of 2014.

Through this funding the Arab Campaign 
for Education will receive support and 
continue working with the coalitions in 
Yemen, Somalia, Sudan, Albania and start 
working with the new coalitions of Geor-
gia and Albania. Managing of this funding 
will be through the Global Secretariat of 
the Global Campaign for Education, and 
the Secretariat of the Arab Campaign for 
Education, in addition to the management 
of the regional financial agencies. From 
the beginning of the project in April 2013, 
the Arab Campaign for Education imple-
mented capacity building for the coali-
tions, related to the coalitions’ proposals, 
and to ensure the financial management 
of the grant coalitions.

The Civil Society Education Fund 2013-
2014 seeks to meet the overall objec-
tive, and four objectives of the program 
through the funding of national education 
coalitions to carry out policy and lobbying 
activities, advocacy, providing technical 
support and capacity building of coali-
tions, and facilitate cooperation and shar-
ing of experiences among countries of the 
South.

The overall objective of the Civil Society 
Education Fund is: to contribute to the 
achievement of national education goals 
and Education for All by ensuring the ef-
fective participation of civil society or-
ganizations and citizens in education de-
bates and sector planning and review

Goal 1 – Policy Participation:
Formal civil society participation in edu-
cation sector policy and review processes 
and engagement with policy-makers and 
parliamentarians is strengthened and bet-
ter recognized
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Goal 2 - Raising Awareness and Build-
ing Coalitions:
National Education Coalitions are actively 
strengthening grassroots capacity to ac-
cess and participate in education sector 
debates, through building awareness, 
knowledge and skills, and opening oppor-
tunities to participate. 

Goal 3 - High Quality Research, Moni-
toring, and Advocacy:
Civil society research and analysis effec-
tively contributes to national government 
plans, policies, financing and practices 
that better achieve the right to quality ed-
ucation for all and the six EFA goals.

Goal 4 - Cross-country learning and 
networks for change:
The CSEF project builds the quality and 
impact of civil society engagement in the 
education sector through promoting part-
nerships, strengthening South-South col-
laboration, sharing learning, and facilitat-
ing impact on global policy processes.

Regional and International 
Participation
1. The preparatory meeting for 
the General Assembly meet-
ing of the Global Campaign for 
Education- Amman- Jordan- 
December 2011.

ANHRE, ACEA and coordinators of educa-
tional coalitions in the Arab world partici-
pated in the preparatory meeting for the 
general assembly meeting of the GCE that 
was held in the French capital Paris from 
10-12/January/2011. 

During this meeting the discussion was 
on the extent of achievement of EFA goals 
and remaining challenges; national and re-
gional successes and challenges from the 
national coalitions; constitutional and or-
dinary suggestions that will be discussed 
in the meeting of the general assembly; 
revision of the GCE from 2008-2010; 2010 
GAW; 2011-2014 strategic plan; internal 
bylaws; and structure of ACEA, in addi-
tion to electing a coordination council, a 
regional coordinator for ACEA and heads 
of coalitions in the Arab countries.

2. The General Assembly meet-
ing for the Global Campaign 
for Education-Paris- February 
2011.  
ANHRE, TCC and coalition members par-
ticipated in the general assembly meeting 
of the GCE that took place in the French 
capital Paris from 22-25/February/2011. 
The meeting included international partic-
ipations to determine and monitor the EFA 
goals. Among the most important outputs 
of this meeting is the adoption of a num-
ber of decisions that emphasize the right 
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of every child, youth and adult to receiv-
ing good education, emphasize the need 
for authorities to invest in education in the 
early childhood phase, integrate girls’ and 
women’s education and protect schools, 
teachers and students from violence.

Representatives of the Arab region dem-
onstrated strong participation. The repre-
sentative of the Yemeni coalition present-
ed a suggestion to include teachers on 
the priority list by saying “Teachers are the 
key to equality education but they receive 
low wages. Governments and educational 
authorities should improve the salaries of 
teachers and integrate educational insti-
tutions through social dialogue and col-
lective negotiations processes”. 

3. The 6th UNESCO meeting 
on Collective Consultation for 
Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions on Education for All- Par-
is, October 2012.
Within the activities of ACEA, ANHRE, TCC 
and coalition coordinators in Lebanon and 
Sudan participated in the 6th meeting on 
Collective Consultation for Non-Govern-
mental Organizations on Education for 
All, which was organized by the UNESCO 
in the French capital Paris from 24-26/Oc-
tober/2012, with the participation of rep-
resentatives of regional and international 
non-governmental organizations world-
wide. 

The meeting aimed to discuss the achieve-
ments, challenges and future prospects on 
EFA goals. Due to the proximity of 2015, 
which is the set date to achieve the EFA 
and Millennium Development Goals, the 
meeting paid close attention to the neces-
sary current procedures until 2015, using 
the method of the preparation of interna-
tional educational programs post 2015.   

The President of ACEA gave a presentation 
to evaluate the achievements and chal-
lenges on EFA in the Arab world, putting 
education in the Middle East from an EFA 
perspective.

4. Privatization of Education 
and Right to Education: Build-
ing Critical Research Skills 
Workshop - Manila- Philippine, 
August 2013.
ANHRE, TCC and the Sudanese coalition 
coordinator participated in the “Privatiza-
tion of Education and Right to Education: 
Building Critical Research Skills” workshop, 
held in the Philippine capital Manila from 
1-3/August/2013. The workshop included 
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50 participants from the GCE who partici-
pated in dialogue sessions on social jus-
tice in a globalization context, approach 
towards privatization of education and 
the expected role of the national and in-
ternational educational coalitions.

Representatives of the Arab region dem-
onstrated effective participation in the 
workshop by presenting working papers 
on the status of education in the Arab re-
gion, with Jordan as an example.       

Memberships
ACEA sought to create a network of re-
gional and international relations to con-
tribute to developing its strategies to de-
velop education in the Arab world, such 
that the campaign is a registered member 
in: 

•	 Global Campaign for Education. 

•	 Collective Consultation for Non-Gov-
ernmental Organizations (CCNGO) on 
Education for All/ UNESCO. 

•	 World Social Forum. 

•	 International Council for Adult Educa-
tion (ICAE).

Developmental Framework 
of Education Goal Post 
2015
In Line with the GCE Report (Equi-
table, inclusive & free: a collective 
vision for quality education beyond 
2015)

An education goal is fundamental
Education is a fundamental human right 
and a public good, key to ending poverty 
and building an equitable and sustainable 
future. As such, education has a unique 
role within the new development agenda: 
it has the power to underpin transforma-
tive change, providing opportunity, hope 

and protection to the lives of hundreds 
of millions of people worldwide. Quality, 
rights-based education empowers indi-
viduals, strengthens communities and 
helps fuel development. It is transforma-
tive and provides people with the criti-
cal knowledge, abilities and skills that are 
needed to question, conceptualize and 
solve problems that occur both locally and 
globally, and to contribute actively to the 
sustainable and democratic development 
of society. Quality education is also fun-
damental to the achievement of all other 
development objectives, including gen-
der equality, health, nutrition, peace, the 
strengthening of democracy and environ-
mental sustainability. Therefore, a cred-
ible global development framework must 
have the right to education at its core.

Time for change
While there has been welcome progress in 
increasing access to education since the 
MDG and EFA goals, for millions of children 
and adults the promises made by the in-
ternational community in 2000 have deliv-
ered too little and too slowly. Since 2000, 
hundreds of millions of children have 
missed out on their right to quality educa-
tion – whether because they have had no 
access to schooling, or education of only 
poor quality – and hundreds of millions of 
adults still face the challenge of illiteracy. 
It is time for increased ambition and a radi-
cal change of pace to ensure that by 2030 
all children and adults enjoy their right to 
education. Transformative education must 
be at the heart of the post-2015 agenda if 
a sustainable and equitable future is to be 
realized.

Quality education requires quality 
inputs and processes
Every student must be taught by a quali-
fied and well-supported teacher, and learn 
in safe educational institutions with ade-
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quate infrastructure, facilities and resourc-
es regardless of where there live, including 
in conflict and humanitarian emergencies. 
Quality processes and practices are need-
ed to ensure children leave school with 
the knowledge, skills and values necessary 
to be active members of their society and 
contribute to resolving local, national and 
global challenges of the 21st century.

Transformative education is equita-
ble education
The post-2015 education goal within the 
sustainable development framework must 
include concrete steps to overcome all 
forms of discrimination, including those 
based on disability, gender, race, ethnicity, 
religion, language, sexual orientation and/
or socio-economic status.

Governments must take responsibil-
ity 
Education is a recognized fundamental 
human right, and governments are duty-
bearers. In particular, governments have 
a responsibility to provide sufficient fund-
ing for equitable inclusive quality educa-
tion and lifelong learning for all, including 
through fair and progressive taxation

The Global Campaign for Education’s 
proposed goal, objectives, targets 
and indicators 
GCE has set an overarching goal for edu-
cation with three key objectives and eight 
specific targets. Each target has a set of 
indicative indicators against which prog-
ress can be tracked. All indicators should 
be disaggregated by disability, race and 
ethnicity, rural-urban location, areas af-
fected by conflict and humanitarian crisis 
and socio-economic status (among oth-
ers), and by gender in each of these cat-
egories. Progress should be measured not 
only against aggregate indictors but also 
in terms of a narrowing in gaps between 

most and least advantaged groups.

The GCE, in cooperation with all its 
members, adopted the following 
goals:

Objective 1: 
By 2030 the right of every child to com-
plete a full cycle of continuous, free, quali-
ty early childhood, primary and secondary 
education is fulfilled.

Objective 2: 
By 2030, all young people and adults are 
literate and have the knowledge and skills 
to participate fully in society and the world 
of work. 

Objective 3: 
By 2030, there are adequate and sustain-
able financing and governance structures 
for education, that are transparent and 
participatory
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